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by Jo Duckles

FIGURES show that nearly 80 
per cent of Church of England 
schools in the Oxford Diocese are 
being classed as outstanding or 
good by OFSTED inspectors.

And 86 per cent of schools are 
being classed as outstaning or 
good in the inspections carried 
out by SIAMS (Statutory Inspec-
tion of Anglican and Methodist 
Schools). The national average for 
good or outstanding for Ofsted is 
75 per cent.

“We are com-
mitted to seeing 
standards increase 
further...”
The Diocese has 282 schools 

including 18 academies and 
works in conjunction with nine 
local authorities: Bracknell, 
Buckinghamshire, Milton Keynes, 
Oxfordshire, Reading, Slough, 
West Berkshire, Windsor & Maid-
enhead and Wokingham. 

 Anne Davey, Director of Educa-
tion for the Diocese, said: “I am 
delighted that so many of our 
schools are being given such good 
reports by both OFSTED and 
SIAMS inspectors. It is testimony 
to the hard work of head teach-
ers, teachers, governors and 
support staff, those who support 

them and of course the pupils 
themselves and the Diocesan 
Board of Education. With more 
schools lined up to become 
academies we are committed to 
seeing standards increase further 
and will keep striving to ensure 
that every pupil in a Church of 
England School in this Diocese 
gets the chance to realise their 
full potential.”

Polehampton CE  Junior School 
in Twyford, Berkshire, is a school 
founded on the Christian values 
of caring for and looking out for 
others.  The school was classified 
as outstanding in both its recent 
SIAMS and OFSTED inspections. 

Headteacher Penny Litson 
was proud to say that it was the 
support of a whole team at the 
school, that flows down through 
parents, children and staff work-
ing towards being the best they 
can be, that contributed to the 
success. 

She said: “Being the best you 
can be is a term that can be used 
by everyone. SIAMS and OFSTED 
recognised that everyone was be-
ing the best that they can be.”

Penny described the school’s 
heritage, when Edward 
Polehampton was found 
as a child by the landlord 
of what was then the Rose 
and Crown pub and is now 
the the historic Chiswick 
House.  

“Villagers took him in 

and looked after him. When he 
grew up he went to London and 
made his fortune and when he 
died he left money to Twyford to 
build a school for boys, where the 
vicar would be the teacher. The 
school included a chapel.”

“Christian values 
are very strong in 
this school.”
Every year children perform a 

play, telling the story of Edward 
Polehampton and how the school 
was founded.  Each time the play 
is performed in an original way.

“That ethos is where we have 
come from, we look out for one 
another and treat people how we 
would like to be treated and it 
does pervade through the whole 
school. Christian values are very, 
very strong in this school. The 
children are the first to recognise 
if another child or an adult is not 
living by those values and will do 
something about it. It’s a lovely 
place to work,” Penny added.

Church schools rated ‘top of 
the class’ by inspectors

For  more on the story of 
Edward Polehampton see www.
polehampton-jun.wokingham.sch.

uk/ 

Turn to page two to find out what why this man is sat in 
a pop up tax haven on London’s South Bank and why the 
Oxford Diocese has pledged to get behind an ongoing 
campaign for tax justice. Photo David Parry/PA WireThe «                » rug

Runner: 2½M long x 0.75M £70
Nako mini: 1x 0.65M £25

Handloom weaving
from thePunjab, India

exclusively for the
customers of

Onevillage.com

Order & see more ideas online
Or visit One Village Worldshop
on the A44 in Woodstock

 01608 811811

UK delivery charge £3.50 per order

one place; many ideas

Nako
Cotton rugs with a very interesting diamond weave

Choose Blue, Green, or Red

Around the Deaneries:
Aylesbury

Forest Church - page 11

Lammas - what you 
knead to know - pag-
es eight and nine

20 Meet Martin Gorick



2 News
Three Ts Vicar? Diocese pledges support for international justice
THREE Ts, vicar? As the Prime 
Minister convened a summit on 
tax, trade and transparency – The 
Oxford Diocese pledged to get 
behind a campaign on tax justice. 
The Diocesan Synod pledged to 
engage with these vital issues just 
a week after a national IF cam-
paign service in London and just 
before IF campaigners created a 
“pop-up tax haven” on London’s 
South Bank.
    On June 15, the Oxford Di-
ocesan Synod overwhelmingly 
supported a motion entitled Tax, 
Trade and Transparency, The IF 
Campaign and the Church. In the 
motion, Synod recognised the 
complexities and ethical dimen-
sions of governance issues in tax, 
trade and transparency, and the 
need for reforms to create greater 
transparency and equity.  The 
Diocese, it said, would encour-
age parishes to engage through 
discussion, reflection, prayer and 
action.

Proposing the motion, the Rev-
erend Andrew Bunch, who made 
the three Ts quip, noted that 
engaging with complex issues was 
like adopting new technology. 

First it looks too difficult  to deal 
with. With time and study one 
begins to get a sense of how it 
works. And then it’s time to act. 

Two visiting experts had 
earlier spoken about areas for 
reform. First was Sophia Harding, 
programme officer for Publish 
What You Pay,( http://www.
publishwhatyoupay.org/)  a global 
coalition working to ensure that 
citizens of resource-rich countries 
benefit from the countries’ oil, 
gas and mining revenues. 

Sophia’s talk focused on citi-
zens in various countries who, 
because of a lack of transparency, 
had been unable to benefit from  
these revenues. She applauded 
moves by the European Union 
earlier in the week to ensure that 
companies in the oil, gas and 
mining sectors publish all the 
payments they make to govern-
ments, enabling citizens to hold 
leaders to account and fight 
corruption. Churches in the UK, 
she noted, had been part of the 
campaign for the new EU legisla-
tion.

Sophia was followed by Paul 
Spray, Head of Policy and Pro-

grammes at  Traidcraft, who 
contrasted the stories behind two 
images, one of an East African tea 
picker benefiting from Fair Trade 
and one of the garment factory in 
Bangladesh that collapsed, killing 
more than 1,000 workers.“Trade, 
he noted, “directly connects us 
with people in the global south 
who are paid much too little, and 
you can do something about it.”

Maranda St John Nicolle, 
World Development Adviser for 
the diocese, noted that “doing jus-
tice” and challenging injustice are 
hallmarks of Christian mission. 
Following on from the morning’s 
Gospel reading (Luke 14: 25 to 
35), she encouraged churches to 
draw on the theological and prac-
tical expertise of their members 
to  undertake prayer and action.

Jessica Hall representing Chris-
tian Aid and their Tax Justice 
Campaign noted “It was great 
to see that many church leaders 
are sympathetic to the issues of 
Tax, Trade and Transparency. We 
know of many church goers that 
have taken action on Tax Justice 
in the last few years and I am sure 
they will welcome support from 
their clergy.”

Bishop Andrew (left) outside the IF service at Central Methodist Hall in Westminster Photo: CAFOD

A year to remember
BOOKINGS have opened for next year’s clergy conference, the first 
in the diocese for 15 years. The conference is the first of three major 
‘Imagining Faith’ events taking place in the diocese next year. 
   The clergy conference (24-27 March) will be followed by a 
conference for LLMs (27-29 June), and a gathering for the whole 
church family on Saturday 19 September 2014. Together, the three 
events are a chance to look back at what we’ve learned during the 
five years of the ‘Living Faith’ vision and begin to discern a vision for 
the future. 
   “The events offer a time to think afresh about the challenges and 
opportunities of living as Christians at the start of the 21st century, 
imagining what it would be like to live primarily not according to 
the way of the world, but according to the life of God’s kingdom,” 
said Bishop John. “My hope is that the ‘Imagining Faith’ series will 
inspire and encourage us, releasing energy across the diocese.”
 To find out more, or to book for the clergy conference, see 
www.oxford.anglican.org/imaginingfaith or phone 01865 208251.

Showing off the robes at All Saints

NEW contemporary robes 
depicting the seasons of the 
Church will be the centrepiece at 
All Saints’ Wokingham’s Flower 
and Vestment Festival
   The event, which runs on 
July 12 to 14 will see the 12 
robes, funded through the Eric 
Rands Legacy, displayed among 
stunning flowers. Eric Rands 
was a member of All Saints who 
died in August 2006 and left a 
significant sum in trust to the 
Rector to be used in the parish. 
Some of the funds were used to 
employ a family support worker 
dedicated to families of children 
attending All Saints’ CE School.
   Throughout the weekend 
there will be many activities 
for everybody. From children’s 
treasure trails, tours of the bell 
tower where you can also enjoy 
a bird’s eye view of Wokingham 
from the top of the tower, 
exhibitions and competitions.
All Saints hand bell ringers will 
perform on Friday morning at 
11am and a short concert will be 

performed by the trebles from 
the All Saints Choir at 2.30pm on 
Saturday.  
   The Cornerstone will be open 
throughout the weekend with 
opportunities to join in with 
children’s activities, including 
balloon modelling, and view other 
vestments on display. Come along 
and see the unique collection of 
vestments and flowers and attend 
the closing service of celebration 
and thanksgiving at 6.30pm on 
Sunday evening.
   Rector, the Revd David 
Hodgson, said: “The aim is 
to enhance our worship with 
powerful and vibrant images 
which will evoke responses to 
the meaning and the message 
of the Gospel in each season 
or sacramental occasion. The 
vestments will offer a lasting and 
tangible aspect of the Eric Rands 
legacy which children and adults 
will appreciate for many years.” 
See www.allsaintswokingham.org.
uk for more. 

Funding available for WW1 Memorials
SIR Tony Baldry is urging communities to apply for £6 million 
available to mark the Centenary of the First World War.
   His calls came as Bishop Colin dedicated a war memorial in the 
parish of Deddington in Oxfordshire. The Heritage Lottery Fund 
is making at least £1m available until 2019. It will provide grants 
between £3,000 to £10,000 enabling groups right across the UK 
to explore, conserve and share their First World War heritage and 
deepen their understanding of the impact of the conflict.
   Sir Tony said: “I am delighted that the Heritage Lottery Fund is 
making this money available to local communities.  The potential 
here is considerable. Local people have already been researching 
the stories behind war memorials. Deddington Parish, for example 
has already produced an extremely interesting book describing the 
history and lives of all of those on the Deddington war memorial 
and who served in both wars from Deddington. I am sure that 
many parishes, churches and communities will be able to think 
of a worthwhile project and I hope that the local museums in 
Banbury and Bloxham will be able to do something to mark the local 
importance of the war. I would encouraging the local museums in 
Bloxham and Banbury, schools, parishes and churches to think of 
ways to put these potential grants to good use.” 
   More information can be found on Heritage Lottery Fund’s 
website: www.hlf.org.uk or at enquiries@hlf.org.uk.

Pigeon race marks 
church’s 175th 
anniversary
2013 will be a milestone year in 
the life of St. Mary Magdalene 
Flaunden as the church celebrates 
its 175th anniversary.   

   Built in 1838, it was the first 
church designed by Sir George 
Gilbert Scott, who also designed 
St. Pancras Station and The 
Albert Memorial. Scott’s uncle, 
the Rev. Samuel King, then 
Rector of Latimer and Flaunden, 
commissioned the building of the 
church, largely at his own expense.

    To mark this 175th birthday, 
the Rt Rev. Alan Wilson, Bishop of 
Buckingham, presided at a church 
service on Sunday 16 June. 

   Children wore Victorian costumes 
and a group of doves were released, 
looking remarkably like Dick 
Chitty’s homing pigeons. Children 
were able to choose a numbered 
pigeon and the one which reached 
the pigeons’ home in Kings Langley 
was declared the winner. 

    And on Saturday June 22 at 
8pm The Third Stagers (made 
up of members of the U3A and 
the Dacorum Heritage Trust) 
presented The Honest Ploughman, a 
lighthearted compilation of music, 
song, prose, poetry and drama, 
with audience participation with 
some of the songs, looking at the 
history of Flaunden, its church and 
local country life.
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Mother and daughter mission to Brazil 

by Jo Duckles
MOTHER and daughter team 
Claire and Judi Baines travelled 
to Brazil together to help people 
living in poverty. 

They heard about Mission 
Direct through a member of their 
church who gave a presentation 
of a trip to Moldova with the 
agency, which enables volunteers 
to make a practical difference to 
the world’s poor.

Claire, 26, a teaching assistant 
for young people with learning 
difficulties, said: “We’ve always 
had Brazil on our hearts and 
when we saw that Mission Direct 
did trips there we jumped at the 
chance. First Mum went there, 
and then I followed the next 
year.”

Judi and Claire went Curitiba 
which is just south of Sao Paulo, 
to work with Brazilians building 
houses to re-home people living 
in favelas. 

Claire said: “My love for Brazil 
started back in 2006 when I went 
to Sao Paulo to work with street 
kids with BMS World Mission. 
I went to Brazil a shy girl with 
a heart to serve God and came 
back so much more confident and 
so different that mum became 
interested in the projects out 
there too.”

They went out there during 
October 2011 and October 2012, 
spending the mornings in a 
children’s home and during the 
afternoons visiting community 
projects. Claire said: “We were 
privileged to see some amazing 
projects like Voice for Change 
– that takes kids off the street 
during the day to educate and 

care for them. We also got to go 
and feed the needy at a church, 
visit the children’s home and visit 
houses and pray for people.”

Watching the kids from the 
children’s home watch the build-
ing work and see how far it had 
progressed was the highlight 
of the trip. “On the last day we 
called them to come and see the 
building and also to plant their 
hands in the concrete that we 
were laying. It was a really heart-
touching moment to see each 
child make their mark on what 
would be their future home and it 
allowed us to leave our mark too. 
It was a piece of us there forever 
with them.”

However the drug rehabilita-
tion unit proved the most chal-
lenging and the most encouraging 
part of the experience. 

Claire said: “We visited two 
areas, one with women who had 
recently been admitted to the 
centre and another with men who 
had been there for some time. 

“We heard tragic stories from 
the women who still had very 
fresh stories of hardship and 
suffering because of drugs. Many 
had lost their families, homes, 
everything. We were moved to 
tears at the feeling of despair and 
desolation as they began their 
journey to become free of drugs, 
but also saw glimmers of hope as 
we prayed for each of them.

“On the men’s side of the centre 
we saw more stories of hope and 
felt the determination of the guys 
to keep clean. Many had faith and 
they really could see God working 
through them and in them. 

“We were encouraged to hear 

that lots of the guys who had 
entered rehab had reached full 
term and were now clean and 
working for churches and their 
community.”

Judi, 55, a housekeeper in 
A&E at Milton Keynes Hospital,  
added: ‘A really moving moment 
was when we moved one family 
out of the favelas into the new 
house we had finished building. 
It was very emotional, they could 
not believe they had an inside 
toilet and just kept walking from 
room to room in disbelief that 

this was now their home.’ 
“It was all really moving and 

life changing. I was talking to a 
man on the streets who was the 
same age as me and had fallen on 
hard times. He stayed alone on 
the street for his own safety and 
really appreciated the meal and 
fellowship that we had helped 
to serve and be a part of at a 
down town ministry meeting in 
Curitiba. I’d recommend anyone 
to go, but be prepared for your 
outlook on life to be completely 
changed.”

New 
Archdeacon 
of Berkshire 
appointed

by Sarah Meyrick

A NEW Archdeacon of Berk-
shire has been appointed. She 
is the Revd Canon Olivia Gra-
ham who is currently Parish 
Development Adviser for the 
Oxford Archdeaconry.

 Bishop Andrew said, ‘We 
interviewed some very strong 
candidates for this post, but 
Olivia demonstrated clearly 
that she has precisely the skills 
and attributes we are looking 
for in the next Archdeacon of 
Berkshire. 

 “Her role as PDA for the 
Oxford Archdeaconry has 
given her a unique insight into 
Church growth and mission 
action planning, both at parish 
and deanery level. 

 “She is clearly animated 
by a living faith, by her love 
of people and a desire to see 
transformation in people and 
parishes. She is an insightful 
priest with a great track record 
of getting things done. 

 “I am hugely grateful to 
Norman Russell for the work 
he has done to resource min-
istry and mission in Berkshire 
and I am confident that Olivia 
will prove to be a worthy suc-
cessor. I am delighted that 
she will be working with us to 
resource the growth of God’s 
kingdom in Berkshire.

“Delighted”
Olivia said: “I am truly 

delighted to have been invited 
to be the next Archdeacon of 
Berkshire.  I am hugely look-
ing forward to joining Bishop 
John’s staff team and to work-
ing with Bishop Andrew and 
Catharine Morris in the Area 
Team to serve the people and 
churches of Berkshire.”

 Before taking up her current 
role, which she has held since 
2007, Olivia was Team Vicar of 
Burnham. She served as a cu-
rate in Garsington and Princes 
Risborough. 

Visiting houses in Brazil are Claire (second from right) and Judi (right) 

Kids on the street in Braziil are pictured with Claire and a colleague

Celebrating the 100th anniversary of novelist Barbara Pym 
by Clemence Schultze

“DIDN’T she write amusing books 
about churchy people and village 
life, with dim spinsters doting 
on complacent curates?” Such 
is often the reaction to Barbara 
Pym’s name – and admittedly the 
description holds a grain of truth. 

But there is much more to 
her than that. Her novels have 
stood the test of time because 
their comedy emerges from a wry 
perceptiveness about human-
kind, and her characters’ inner 
concerns are convincingly evoked 
yet not dissected. Now, a century 
after her birth on June 2 1913, 
many of her books are in print, 
a literary society celebrates her 
work (see www.barbara-pym.
org), and a growing readership 
enjoys her insightful treatment of 
quiet lives. And the Oxfordshire 
church, Holy Trinity, Finstock, 
where she served as church war-
den is set to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of her birth 
with a special service at 10.30am 
on September 1. It will include 
a hymn by Rodney Lister; God 
Moves in Mysterious Ways. 

Barbara Pym’s own life was un-
eventful: after St Hilda’s College, 
Oxford and wartime service in 
the WRNS, she worked at the In-
ternational African Institute until 
retiring to live in Finstock. She 
loved and was loved, but never 
married: perhaps marriage would 
have interfered with her vocation 
of writing. Herself a committed 
Anglican – and one who appreci-
ated the nuanced varieties of 
churchmanship – she is neverthe-
less valued by many whose views 
are very different. She published 
several novels in the 1950s, but 
throughout the 1960s publish-
ers rejected her books as out of 
tune with the times – and still 
she wrote on. She had support-
ive friends, and in 1977 she was 
named as one of the twentieth 
century’s most underrated writ-
ers by both Philip Larkin and 
Lord David Cecil. Recognition 
and success followed, and she saw 
three more novels published in 
her lifetime. Quartet in Autumn is 
generally regarded as her mas-
terpiece for its unsentimental 
yet compassionate description of 
four lonely ageing people.

In the Pymmian world, the 
humour depends on the author’s 
keen eye for detail: she notes 
oddities and incongruities but 
never holds her characters up 
to ridicule. Allusions to poetry 
and hymns pervade her work: 
at the end of her funniest book, 
Crampton Hodnet, a character says 

‘Change and decay in all around 
we see, but not here’ – and the 
same might be said of Pym’s 
standing, as her novels enter 
upon a second century of provid-
ing readers both with enjoyment 
and with insights into human 
nature.
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A ‘Good’ Read for the Summer
Summertime provides a wonderful opportunity for catching up with 
reading. If you are going away the travelling time by rail or plane offers 
plenty of time to sit back and relax with a book. If you are staying at 
home, time in the garden can be well spent reading. Many people like 
to get hooked on a thriller or romantic novel but have you thought 
of using the time wisely with a Christian book? 

W h i l s t  m a n y 
p e o p l e  s e e 
summertime reading 
as possibly getting 
lost in a novel at the 
airport,on the plane 
and then the beach, 
there are all sorts of 

other books to get 
into, the time away 
offering the chance to 
study a little deeper, 
maybe ref lect  a 
little more without 
the distractions of 
normal day to day 
living.

T h e r e  i s  a 
tremendous choice 
of books specifically 
written for Christian 
on a huge range 
of subjects, from 
growing up and other 
personal issues, Bible 
study, the church in 
society, gift books 
and so much more, 
there are even novels 
written specifically 
for Christians. The 
current ‘Narnia’ film 
will have undoubtedly 
r e n e w e d 
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
C S Lewis books.

Yo u  a re  neve r 
to young to start 
reading and Christian 

bookshops will have 
a good select ion 
t o  c hoos e  fro m 
covering everything 
from an introduction 
to the Bible to various 
life skills. 

The summer is 
also a good time 
to look at the new 
academic year that 
starts in September, 
as it does for many 
church organisations 
meeting up again 
after their summer 
break. Study and 
preparation at this 
time can lead to a 
more relaxed start 
to the new year.

T h e r e  i s  a 
t r e m e n d o u s 
selection available 
from your  loca l 
Christian bookshop 
or direct by mail by 
phone or website. 
There are books for 
all ages from novels 
to  study  books. 

Christian bookshops 
do a wonderful job 
of outreach keeping 
all sorts of books 
available for those 
who are searching 
and maybe on the 
first steps towards a 
real faith, remember 
them when you are 
looking for your post 
cards or gifts as your 
custom helps to keep 
them alive and in 
business.

Some readers may 
also be interested 
i n  s pe nd i n g  t he 
time, putting their 
own thoughts or 
memories to paper 
and start on creating 
a work of their own. It 

is often said that we 
all have a book within 
us yet very few of us 
search it out. You can 
prepare it yourself 
and get it printed in 
a local digital print 
shop or its possible 
to call on the help of 
one of this country’s 
s e l f  p u b l i s h i n g 
companies who will 
use their expertise 
to help you reach a 
more professional 
standard .  I f  you 
are self publishing 
it’s worth bearing 
in mind that not all 
books make a profit 
so make sure that 
you can afford to 
fund it yourself.

Feeding the 5,000 
was amazing

You’ll be amazed 
what your collections 
can start
Send a Cow transforms the 
lives of Africa’s poorest families. 
We bring about real and lasting 
change, because we don’t give 
short-term aid – we give people 
the resources and 
the knowledge to 
help them feed 
themselves. We have a proven 
solution to help Africa’s poorest 
families produce the food they 
need to survive, but without 
vital funds we can’t put it into 
action. We pray your Church 
will use its Harvest collections 
to support our work.

Help us feed 5,000 people 
this Harvest. Order your Harvest 
Appeal 2013 pack today. 

Call 01225 874 222, 
go online at www.sendacow.org.
uk/harvest  You can also download 
posters, children’s resources, sermons 
and prayers. Or return the attached coupon to 
receive our Harvest Appeal pack.

Alternatively donate today by texting 
‘FEED25’ followed by £5 or £10 to 70070

Please send me a Harvest Appeal pack

Your name:

Organisation:

Address:

                                                    Postcode:

Please return to: Harvest Appeal, 
FREEPOST RRBX-LYBS-LZYR, 
Send a Cow, The Old Estate Yard, 
Newton St Loe, Bath, BA2 9BR
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HARVEST APPEAL 2013 

We value your support and respect your privacy. We never sell or pass on your details to other organisations. 
You can contact us at anytime should you not wish to receive further updates from Send a Cow.

SACHTD
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Children in Church

Resources

At Appleton C.E (A) Primary 
School we thought about 
making room in each class-
room for a reflective area. 

This gives us a chance to think about our 
feelings, our friendships and the value of 
the week. The idea was that these spaces 
would have links to our daily assemblies.

In September our class was given little 
slips of paper with a variety of values 
on.  There was a lot of discussion about 
the values but at last we came to a deci-
sion that our most important value was, 
’Standing up for what is right.’ The others 
in our top ten included: Respect, Having 
Fun, Trust, Honesty, Friendship, Hope, 
Determination, Responsibility and Cour-
age.

Our Reflective Spaces link to the Value 
being discussed during assemblies. The 
Foundation Stage class have an outside 
reflective area which is very popular. The 
other classes have their own area such as 
a corner of the class or near a window. 
This space is decorated with pictures, 
questions and some have an ideas box. 
The questions help us to think a bit more 
deeply about the value and how it makes 
us feel.

Year 2 said they loved their brightly dec-
orated reflective corner and had an idea 
of improving it even further by having a 
cube of pictures that they could actually 
hold and look at to help them think about 
the value. 

We asked children from every class 

about their Reflective Space and how it 
was used. Pupils commented that they 
would like more opportunities to use 
these spaces. Suggestions were made for 
extra furniture including: bean bags, com-
fy cushions and chairs. We have discussed 
these findings with the teachers and they 
agree that it would be lovely to find some 
more time during the day for children to 
use the reflective area.

Year 3 pupils like to relax and read 
books in their reflective space. They also 
enjoy thinking about and answering 
questions relevant to the value from that 
week’s assembly.

Bright mosaic crosses have been made 
from coloured paper or tissue paper and 
are placed on windows in several classes 
which the pupils like looking at. In our 
Year 6 classroom we have a large candle 
and a dove on the window of our Reflec-
tive Corner. 

Year 6, Appleton Primary School

Ten Minute Summer Activity Book
By Bethan James and Heather Stuart
BRF  
ISBN 978-0-85746-139-1

Win a copy
The Door has three copies of the Ten Minute Summer Activity Book to give away. To be in with a chance of winning, send your name and address to ‘Ten Minute Summer’ Compe-
tition, The Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford OX2 0NB. The closing date for entries is Friday 26 July 2013. 0NB. 

On reflection, by Appleton Primary Year 6

The title of this exciting little 
book caught my eye. All stu-
dents who are studying theol-
ogy with the view to some kind 

of ministry are encouraged to ‘theologi-
cally reflect’. It’s a process of looking at 
how things are and seeking to interpret the 
place of God in our reality and the impli-
cations for us in our actions. Theological 
reflection is a process of contemplation 
which all disciples of Christ should be en-
couraged to develop as they grow in their 
commitment and walk with Jesus.

This relatively short book tells the story 
of a process of getting people from differ-
ent walks of life together, bringing with 
them a case study from their own experi-
ence and systematically working them 
through a process of theological reflection. 
The book helps us to see that theological 
reflection is most important as we cross 
the boundaries of tradition, culture, expe-
rience and dogma. It is an important tool 
when we as people of faith are functioning 
in environments where our faith is not a 
shared thing, maybe as School Governors, 
Charity Trustees or in our place of work.  
How should we be? How should we act? 
Where should we stand?  How can we be 

salt, light and yeast for the Kingdom of 
God?  

As the book observes, we all live in the 
world of blurred encounters and a good 
Biblical example of blurred boundaries is 
found in the Parable of the Good Samari-
tan. The ‘who is my neighbour’ question is 
theological reflection at work as is the Em-
maus Road encounter where two disciples 
seek to understand what is going on in 
terms of the question ’where is God in all 
this?’

This book is easy to read and I would put 
it high on my list of ‘must read’ books for 
those who are serious about engaging with 
God’s world and word as it is and living 
faithfully to the Gospel. 

Graham Sykes

Theological Reflection for Human 
Flourishing
Helen Cameron, John Reader, Victoria 
Slater with Chris Rowland
SMC Press 2012: £18.99
ISBN: 13: 9780334043904

Aimed at 5 to 8-year-olds, this activity 

book offers the ideal distraction during 

the forthcoming summer holidays. 

It follows the successful Ten Minute 

Christmas Activity Book and the Ten 

Minute Easter Activity Book. “You 

know about Christmas; you know about 

Easter – now find out what happened in 

between,” it promises.  

Extract: Before long, people in Capernaum came to find out all that Jesus knew about 

God.  They wanted to ask him questions.

When people heard that Jesus had healed Peter’s mother-in-law of a fever, they also 

wanted him to heal other people they knew.

When four men carrying a friend on a mat reached the house where Jesus was, they saw 

there was no room to get in.

Thinking quickly, they carried their friend up to the roof -  and began to make a hole in it!

Soon they had lowered their friend down in front of Jesus.  Everyione in the room looked 

at the mess they had made. But Jesus saw the man who couldn’t walk; he saw that his 

friends cared about him and believed that Jesus could help him.

‘Pick up your bed and walk,’ said Jesus.

The man was healed! He walked home that night a happy man.

Use these clues to find the answers in the box.

1. Whose mother-in-law had Jesus healed?

2. How many friends helped the paralysed man?

3. Where did they make a hole?

4. What could their friend not do?
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NEW housing developments that will see 
5,000 new homes built in the area are 
proving a huge challenge for churches in 
the Aylesbury Deanery. 
   An innovative new position is being 
created on the Berryfields Housing Estate, 
in partnership with the Aylesbury Vale 
Academy, for a Chaplain and Community 
Vicar. The person appointed will spend 
half their time in the Academy as a 
chaplain, and the other half on Berryfields, 
helping to create community and grow the 
church.
   The Revd Andrew Blyth, Area Dean and 

Vicar of Holy Trinity, Walton, said: “It’ll 
mean the academy buildings can be used as 
a base for church life. 
   “It’s exciting in the sense of what does 
it mean for the Diocese to sponsor an 
academy and how do you express that 
particular ethos of a diocesan sponsored 
academy and contribute to making it 
something distinctive.”
   Andrew says all churches in the deanery, 
and in the neighbouring Wendover 
Deanery, are thinking hard about how 
to respond to such a massive scale of 
development, which involves a population 

increase equivalent to a small town.
   “There’s a challenge to intentionally 
working out what the partnership between 
churches of different traditions should 
really look like,” he said. 
   The Revd Phil White, of Broughton 
Church and the Deanery Mission 
Enabler, who is leading on the project, 
has previously held a similar post at a 
school. He said: “The idea of the chaplain 
is about pastoral support for the academy 
community, students, staff and parents. 
It’s an important role in developing the 
Christian ethos of the school. They have 
never had a chaplain and it’s only been a 
CofE school for two or three years. It will 
be an exciting but demanding role. 

 ‘It’s exciting to be doing 
something new and inno-
vative.’

   “The whole community will be going 
through a significant time of change. 
There will be new housing and the area will 
have a significantly different feel. There 
is a railway station and it will probably 
attract commuter families and there will 
be a certain time of transition. It’s exciting 
to be doing something very new and 
innovative. There won’t be a new church 
building, but the academy space will be 
used for worship and that’s really exciting.”

   Gordon Joyner, Deputy Director of 
Education for the Diocese of Oxford, 
said: “As the school moves site to the new 
housing development, the chaplain will 
provide a vital link between the school, the 
new community and, just as importantly, 
the community that is already there.”
   Fiona Froment, the Academy’s Principal, 
said: “This will be the first time we have 
had a chaplain at the Academy, and we 
see it as a positive step. Having someone 
dedicated to working within the school and 
at the same term serving the Berryfields 
estate will benefit us all as our community 
develops.”

Around the Deaneries: Aylesbury
Responding to growth: 5,000 new homes

A NEW Town Chaplaincy sees volunteers 
from churches meeting the needs of the 
thousands of people who either work in 
or visit the centre of Aylesbury every day.
   Meanwhile at night Street Angels offer 
support to those who may need it.  The 
Aylesbury Town Chaplaincy follows the 
success of similar projects across the UK, 
including one in High Wycombe. It has 
trained volunteers who offer practical 
help and spiritual support to those who 
need it.  
   The first volunteer chaplain started 
work in July last year and the first Street 
Angels began patrols in November 2012. 
There are now eight chaplains and 15 
Street Angels, representing 13 churches in 
Aylesbury and the surrounding area. 
   Retired clothes shop worker Margaret 
Spry was asked to join the chaplaincy 
team after a spiritual gifts training day at 
her church, The Church of the Holy Spirit 
in Bedgrove. 
    She said: “I like talking to people and 
meeting people and I’ve been told I’m a 
good listener and it all seemed to fit in 

with what they were looking for.”
   She explained how chaplains pray in the 
background for the visitors and workers 
in their assigned area. “Sometimes I will 
strike up conversations with people and 
feel more blessed by what they say to 
me. Sometimes people will share their 
problems with you and you can help them 
to begin to see a way forward.
   “I think sometimes God does things that 
we are not expecting and that can be 
exciting. One chap had been out of work 
for a while  and the last time I saw him he 
was overjoyed because he had got a job.” 
   Mark Knight is the co-ordinator for 
and a member of the Street Angels. He 
said: “There’s no typical evening because 
anything can happen. We chat with the 
door staff, answer questions from the 
public and help people who may have 
fallen over drunk and we may do a bit of 
first aid, hand out flip flops to girls who 
can’t walk in their heels and lollipops. 
Sometimes we may attend more serious 
incidents, possibly diffusing a fight. I enjoy 
meeting people and having a laugh with 
people on a late Friday night and early 
on a Saturday morning. It’s fun and not 
at all serious or scary. One of the biggest 
parts of it is listening and discovering 
what is important to people for the town 
and for themselves. We pray before we 
go out and that gives us a real sense of 
confidence when we are out there.”  For 
more see www.aylesburytownchaplaincy.
co.uk/
Pictured above are Aylesbury Street Angels

Hitting the town by day and by night It’s brill at the Brill after school club

VIDEOS, crafts and pizza are all part of an 
after-school club on Fridays at All Saints 
Church in the village of Brill in rural Buck-
inghamshire. 

Up to 22 children from years Five and 
Six go to the club each week at the church. 
Children get to enjoy toast and a chat, play 
games, watch a Heroes video with Chris-
tian content and do crafts. All Saints also 
runs an occasional Tuesday club for years 
three and four. Friday is the only day of 
the week that there is not an after-school 
club at the school itself.

Church warden, Dorothy Furminger, 

who is involved in the club, said: “We talk 
to the children about Christian themes 
an what they think. We have got to know 
them and some parents are surprised that 
it is free.”

The Revd Jenny Edmans, Associate 
Priest in the Benefice and a member of 
the diocesan rural team representing the 
Aylesbury Deanery, said: “It must have 
been going for about five years now. We 
have a weekly assembly at the school. 
It is outreach and it is sowing seeds for 
the future and for now because there is a 
Christian element to it.”



AS Lammas approaches, our Food 
Matters team have produced a 
host of bread related resources.  
Joanna Collicut reflects: 

Earlier this week I made a sand-
wich from a loaf of wholemeal 
bread. As soon as I had bitten 
into it I could tell it wasn’t fresh. 

On checking with my husband I found that 
he had bought the loaf two days previously 
and it had been sitting in the bread bin 
untouched since then. We decided to use it 
for toast.

There are few things in life as good as 
the smell and taste of freshly baked bread. 
Nowadays we can freeze bread, but it isn’t 
quite the same; and there is no disguising 
the taste of stale bread. Bread just doesn’t 
keep very well. 

This was of course equally true in first 

century Palestine, when Jesus instructed his 
followers to pray each day for enough bread 
for that day alone. This is in the spirit of his 
teaching that we should not worry about the 
future but instead embrace a relationship of 
trust with our heavenly Father: “Sufficient 
unto the day is the evil thereof.” (Matthew 
6:24 KJV). This attitude of trust is difficult 
for most of us to live out in 21st century 
industrialised Britain, with our capacious 
store-cupboards and freezers and our pick 
of a range of supermarkets, all of whose 
shelves are groaning with produce. But the 
Lord’s Prayer is a gift that can help us bring 
to mind the situation of many across the 
world and - in the current economic climate 
- some on our own doorstep who do not 
know where tomorrow’s bread is coming 
from.

If you choose to take up the suggested 
Lammas activity of baking bread you may 
find yourself reflecting on another saying of 

Jesus: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 
that a woman took and mixed in with three 
measures of flour until all of it was leav-
ened.” (Matthew 13:33 NRSV). 

‘a little good yeast can 
leaven a whole loaf.’
Praying the Lord’s Prayer places us in soli-

darity with those who have only enough for 
today. In this way it opens the kingdom to 
us and inspires us to make a difference per-
haps by giving to an overseas aid organisa-
tion, perhaps by getting involved in a local 
food bank initiative, perhaps by reviewing 
our own attitude to food and our readiness 
to trust God. We may feel that what we can 
do is only a drop in the ocean. Jesus sees it 
differently: a little good yeast can leaven a 
whole loaf.

The bread of life 
LAMMAS LATeST: WhAT We kneAD To Survive
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“Give us this day our daily bread”

Making bread with other 
people can put us in a place 
where we might be touched 
by God. It can be especially 
meaningful if the bread that 
is made is then eaten at a 
Communion service. 

You will need: a church hall 
(or similar) with a kitchen 
attached; some clean, firm 
surfaces and an oven; about 
four hours and a leader who 
has made bread before.

For each person: lay out a 
large bowl containing flour, 
two separate small bowls: one 
containing  the live yeast and 

the other the salt, a glass of 
warmish water, a damp tea 
towel and a baking tray. 

Then at the appointed time: 
gather together to make the 
bread (one loaf each). Try 
doing so in silence, thinking 
about where the ingredients 
have come from and what you 
are doing as you take each 
step: mixing, kneading, waiting 
while the dough rises, shaping, 
waiting again while the bread 
proves and finally baking. 
The leader should be the only 
one to talk, to provide the 
instructions for what to do next 

and to read aloud some verses 
and reflections associated 
with the instructions. For 
instructions, suggested verses 
and reflections, download the 
Food Matters Summer Guide 
from www.foodmatters.org.uk

While making the bread you 
might like to think about:  
Romans 12, 4: For as in one 
body we have many members 
and all the members do not 
have the same function so we, 
though many, are one body 
in Christ, and individually 
members one of another.  
1 Corinthians 10, 17: Though 

we are many we are one body 
because we all share in one 
bread.

A final blessing (to be said by 
all together)

Blessed are you, Lord God 
of all creation: through your 
goodness we have this bread 
to set before you, which earth 
has given and human hands 
have made, it will become for 
us the bread of life

Common Worship: Times and 
Seasons

© The Archbishops’ Council of 
the Church of England

Prayer exercise
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Our climate is changing and will 
probably continue doing so at 
an unnaturally rapid rate for at 
least the rest of this century. 

This is already having a serious effect on 
world agriculture, and these impacts will 
increase. If we take one crop species, bread 
wheat, we can see some of the problems 
climate change is now causing for one par-
ticular crop.

Bread wheat is a complex cross between 
several weedy Middle Eastern grass spe-
cies. From its Middle Eastern origins it has 
spread around the world, and has become 
the dominant crop in temperate areas. 
Wheat has a preferred climatic range, and 
if the temperature is too hot or cold then 
yield is reduced. Likewise both drought and 
flooding have serious impacts on wheat 
production. 

In 2012 wheat crops around the world 
faced extremely adverse conditions. The 
Midwest of the United States is an impor-

tant wheat growing area but the crop was 
mostly harvested by the early summer, 
before the 2012 drought set in. Autumn 
harvested wheat is produced mainly in the 
Upper Midwest and the Northern Plains 
that were less affected by the drought. So US 
wheat production increased in their hottest 
year in recorded history. Australian pro-
duction was worse affected by their record 
breaking heatwave and drought. Russia, 
Kazakhstan and Ukraine were similarly af-
fected by drought.  
   Meanwhile in the UK our wheat harvest in 
2012 was very poor, mostly due to flooding. 
Weetabix, which uses only wheat harvested 
in the UK, ran short in April 2013 and 
temporarily shut down production. In June, 
UK wheat production was predicted to fall 
30 per cent in 2013 due to poor weather. 
However, even with these difficult weather 
conditions global wheat production in 2012 
was only slightly down on 2011 and 2013 is 
predicted to be a good year.

So, global production has been surpris-
ingly resilient. However, it would be foolish 
to think that we will always be so fortunate, 
and the predictions suggest that increased 
temperatures and extreme weather events 
will become more common later this 
century. The challenge is to increase wheat 
production to feed a growing population 
when climate change is advancing. One 
idea involves plant breeding, some of which 
involves genetic modification. In May 2013, 
however, scientists at Cambridge announced 
that they had developed non-GM “super-
wheat”, by crossing a modern variety with 
an ancient ancestor. These plants were 
bigger and stronger than presently avail-
able cultivars. We will need many more such 
developments in the future.

Dr Martin Hodson is a plant scientist and 
environmentalist and co-authored Functional 
Biology of Plants (Wiley-Blackwell, 2012) with 
Prof John Bryant.

Climate change: the impact on agriculture

LAMMAS takes its name from hlafmaesse, the Old English for loaf mass. 
Lammas is an ancient harvest festival.  A traditional highlight was eating 
bread baked using flour milled from the first grain of the year. The 
origins are uncertain but Lammas was absorbed and adapted by the 
Christian Church, ranking as one of the most important dates of the year.  
Historically, between Lammas and Lady Day in March, people were 
granted common rights on certain areas of land, which might include 
the right to graze livestock or grow certain crops.  Though Lammas 
survives in place names, most of the associated rights have been 
revoked or forgotton. Download the Food Matters summer guide at 
www.foodmattersguide.org.uk

The Real Bread Campaign sees Lammas as a fine time for real bread 
lovers to celebrate the natural and seasonal heritage of buns, baps and 
bloomers. See www.sustain.web.org/realbread for more. 
We have three copies of the campaign’s book to give away in this 
month’s competition. For the chance to win, simply answer the following 
question: What does Lammas mean in Old English? Send your answers 
to Lammas competition, The Door, Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford, OX2 0NB.  The closing date for entries is Friday 16 
August 2013. 

Hands knead dough for bread, above left, and above, organic corn grows. Photos: © istockphoto

Win a book

What is Lammas?

We practise and teach Christian
contemplative meditation at 
residential and day courses 

at our centre in Dorchester and at 
other retreat centres   in the UK.

We use meditative sentences to still the mind, to focus our attention 
on God, and to serve as channels through which the power 

of the Spirit can enter our hearts.
Our members also gather in local groups.  For further details please 

contact:
The Secretary, The Fellowship of Meditation

8 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1PW. 
Tel: (01305) 251396

E: fellowship.meditation@virgin.net
W: www.fellowshipofmeditation.org

UK Reg Charity No: 213323

The Fellowship of Meditation

a Christian-based organisation

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com

Ronald Emett fine furniture

~ in harmony with tradition ~
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As the sun shone a group met in 
the idyllic Wytham Woods for a 
day’s experience of Forest Church. 
Jo Duckles joined them. 

It was a day that would help deepen 
the experience of participants on 
every future walk they take in the 
woods or the countryside. Games, 

meditations, spiritual exercises and lessons 
in surveying the landscape were all part of 
the retreat that was led by Bruce Stanley, 
author or Forest Church: A Field Guide to 
Nature Connection for Groups and Individu-
als and organised by Matt Freer, Diocesan 
Environmental Officer. 
   The Forest Church website (www.
mysticchrist.co.uk/forest_church) 
describes the concept as a fresh expression 
of church drawing on older traditions when 
sacred places and practices took place 
outside. It draws on research that shows 
the benefits of spending time with nature. 
The website quotes Martin Luther: “God 
writes the Gospel not in the Bible alone, 
but also on trees, and in the flowers and 
clouds and stars.” Groups and activities 
vary across the UK, from walking groups 
to groups that follow a liturgy or ritual. A 
passion for foraging with his wife Sarah led 
Bruce to form his own Forest Church.

‘God writes the Gospel 
not in the Bible alone but 
also on trees and in the 
flowers and clouds and 
stars.’ 
The day began with everyone tucking 

into biscuits and flapjacks, sitting on hay 
bales on the edge of the ancient Wytham 
Woods, which is owned by Oxford Uni-
versity and is the most researched area of 
woodland in the world. 

Bruce began with an exercise using 
strips of colour, cut from a Dulux paint 
chart, and so we started a journey into 
the woods that certainly changed the way 
I will see a country walk in a big way. We 
were given three colours each, and asked to 
look around us, and as we walked through 
a sheep-filled field, find objects in nature 
that matched those colours. This could 
prove more or less difficult depending on 
the colour. (Obviously sky blue and any 

shade of green or brown were not too diffi-
cult. Lobster red on the other hand, unless 
you were prepared to wait until later in the 
day and not wear sunblock, might be more 
challenging.)

The top of the field provided an amazing 
view over Oxford, where Bruce encour-
aged us to look with ‘hawk eyes’, focusing 
in on details of the landscape; ‘owl eyes’, 
surveying the landscape as if through a 
wide angle lens, and to listen with ‘deer 
ears’, cupping our hands around our ears 
to focus on the sounds in front of us and 
behind us. 

We continued into the woods using ‘fox 
feet’, i.e. walking as quietly as possible, 
to avoid disturbing the wildlife. “Fox feet 
work best when you are on your own,” 
said Bruce. “Birds are aware of the energy 
you are taking into the woods. If you go 
into the woods on a walk full of thumping 
energy birds sense you coming a long way 
away. They will send messages three birds’ 
territories away and there will be a lot of 
other animals listening to bird language.” 

Once in the woods, Bruce 
explained how, beyond the 
traditional  five human senses 
(sight, sound, taste, touch and 
smell), it is generally thought 
we have 11, including awareness 
of balance, where your limbs 
are in space, direction, appetite 
and hunger, temperature, time, 
humidity, pressure  and the 
seasons.  “Some researchers go 
beyond that to 55 or 56 senses,” 
says Bruce. 

From there we were simply 
told to go off and ‘get lost in the 
woods’ – that is wander for 10 
minutes to find an isolated ‘sit 
spot’ where we were to sit for 10 
minutes and observe the forest, 
discarding our learnt knowl-

edge, Latin names for 
plants and to take in 
our surroundings using 
our senses. This was 
fascinating as I found 
myself a spot near a 
half fallen tree, looking 
at how it fitted into 
the wider landscape 
of different trees and 
listening to the birds. I 
did find myself get-
ting irritated by the 
sound of aeroplanes 
overheard, something 
I would normally be 
oblivious too. 

This was an exercise 
we repeated later in the 
afternoon in the same 
space. “This time I want you to connect not 
with your thinking and intellect but with 
your imagination. Try and imagine the life 
cycle, the process this tree evolved from. 
Look at the inter-relationships between 
the different things,” Bruce told us. He 
opened up a wicker basket, filled with 
treats, including dandelion honey, dande-
lion coffee grounds and biscuits made from 
the seeds of plaintain. He pointed out vari-
ous plants with healing properties. “Most 
medicines of the western medical tradition 
came from a plant base,” he said. 

So what did participants think of the 
event?  Paul Tew, who runs a house church 
in Wroughton, came along after he read an 
article in Third Way magazine. Paul said: 
“I am always looking for new expressions 
of church and spirituality coming from 
a strongly charismatic background. I’ve 
found the day very helpful. I love nature 
but I’m not a nature expert. This is very 
helpful in terms of trying to explore my 
senses. I found a lot of explanations very 
helpful in formulating what I already do 

and the meditation exercise are new areas 
for me.” 

Cate Williams, of Milton Keynes, a mem-
ber of the Woughton Evangelical Partner-
ship, simply wanted to book herself onto 
a retreat. She said: “I like to be outside if 
I’m on a retreat. I like to go out for walks 
and the Forest Church way of thinking 
appealed to me. It helps that it’s a glorious 
sunny day, it’s not chucking it down. It’s 
great to just be slowing down and being 
outside with nature helps with that.

“At the back of my mind I’m thinking 
of whether there is a place for a Milton 
Keynes Forest Church or retreat. A lot of 
this works well with children and I wonder 
whether to run something for the children 
based on this one Sunday morning.”

Exploring Church in the Woods

For more on the national Forest church 
movement see www.mysticchrist.co.uk/
forest_church For what’s happening in 
this Diocese see www.earthingfaith.org 

or call 01865 208745. 

Starting their journey are participants above. Below, an ancient tree and bottom left, Bruce Stanley. Photos by © Elizabeth M. Lettmann / fotoglass.eu



Advertisement Feature

You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 34,000, at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 

audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes.  
We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 

newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 170,000.

To fi nd out more, contact  Glenda, Michelle,  Frankie or Steve on 

01752 225623
or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com
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OUT NOW!
The latest issue 
of The Son
THE SON is a bright, newsy and uncompromising tabloid newspaper 
which aims to put Jesus back at the centre of society.

Written and presented in an easy to read style, based on the UK’s 
biggest circulation newspapers, THE SON is an ideal tool to reach 
believers and unbelievers as well.

The current edition of THE SON includes stories on BBC presenter 
Janey Lee Grace, top neurosurgeon Dr Eben Alexander, and many 
more.

Why not use THE SON to reach your community?

 

The Son hotline on 
01752 225623

Winter 2012

35p

JANEY LEE 
GRACE:HOW GOD HELD ON TO ME

SEE PAGE 3
THE GOOD NEWS FORJULIE ETCHINGHAM– SEE PAGE 2

EVERTON STAR STEVEN PIENAAR SENDS A MESSAGE TO FOOTBALL FANS     –See Back Page

w
w

w
.theson.org.uk

Oscar’s winning ways at Paralympics

See story on page 14

Neurosurgeon stuns scientifi c world with his revelations

A top neurosurgeon has stunned the 
scientific world by claiming he has 
proof that heaven exists.For years Dr Eben Alexander, a respected 

academic, dismissed near-death revelations of 
God and heaven, saying they were explained 
by the way the human brain is wired.
But then in 2008 Dr Alexander contracted 
bacterial meningitis.  The deadly infection 

soaked his brain and sent him into a deep coma 

lasting seven days. In the days that followed his 

life was slipping away, but Dr Alexander says 

that he was living intensely in his mind.
He claims he journeyed beyond this world and 

encountered an angelic being who guided him 

into the deepest realms of super-physical exist-
ence. There he met, and spoke with, the Divine 

source of the universe itself.Dr Alexander’s story is not a fantasy. Before he 

underwent his journey, he could not reconcile 

his knowledge of neuroscience with any belief 

in heaven, God, or the soul. Today he is a doctor who believes that true 

health can be achieved only when we realize 

that God and the soul are real and that death 

is not the end of personal existence but only a 

transition. 

See story on page 7

Dr Eben 
Alexander...experienced a spiritual journey during a 

seven-day coma

PROOF OF 
HEAVENRussell Crowe to star as Noah in new epic movieSee centre pages

If you, or someone you know 
would like more information 
about  ACTS or would like to 

make an application, 
please contact: 

Laura Alm  Tel: 01837 851240, 
Fax: 01837 851520, 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

Addiction

Counselling

Training

School

www.gilead.org.uk

offering a residential rehabilitation program, called 
KEY, for people with life-controlling addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol abuse, homelessness, gambling, 
eating disorders, self harm, and other addictive 
behaviours. Based on a 300 acre dairy farm in rural 
Devon, Gilead also offers the following training in 
addiction counselling:

- Restoration Ministry (11 courses) 150 hours
- Recovery Support Counselling   (17 courses) 280 hours
- Addiction Studies (23 courses)  350 hours

Gilead Foundations is also offering
- Biblical Systematic theology
- The Holy Spirit
- The Person of Jesus Christ

At Gilead Foundations we use the 
Genesis Process Relapse Prevention programme 
with our clients. This training and the Genesis tools 
are used throughout the programme at Gilead: We 
also have a correspondence course on counselling by 
Jay Adams

Gilead Foundations is a Therapeutic Community, 



Advertisement Feature

01837 851240 
www.gilead.org.uk

Michelle’s family background was very diffi cult, and as 
a young girl she felt insecure, unloved, unsafe and very 
alone. The family fell apart when Michelle was about 
thirteen, and on top of lot of traumatic incidents this led 
to Michelle having a breakdown, and ultimately being 
taken into care.

“I started drinking when I was in care,” said Michelle, 
“to numb myself. I would drink sometimes until I passed 
out. As long as I was drunk, I felt alright.”

By the age of fourteen, Michelle was injecting 
amphetamines. She started using heroin when she was 
twenty. Her boyfriend, a recovering addict, died from 
an accidental overdose of prescription drugs. She tried 
many times to stop her addictions, but couldn’t. “It was 

like being on a roundabout, and you want to get off. I 
tried getting clean, I wanted a good life for my daughter, 
and I would last four or fi ve days, but then you get some 
money, something would take over and I was back on 
heroin again. In the end, heroin made me feel normal, 
and I drank to make myself numb.”

Repeated failures led to hopelessness, and 
increasingly serious suicide attempts. “Then my sister 
called me and said she had found me somewhere 
that could take me in and help me, but the only thing 
was they believed in God. I had no faith at the time, 
but I had tried everything else and thought ‘I’ve got 
nothing to lose, I’ll give it a go.’” On Mothers’ Day 
2003 Michelle moved into the therapeutic community 
at Gilead’s 200 acre dairy farm in Devon.

“The fi rst thing I noticed was a sense of family and 
a lot of love. Staff were welcoming, accepting and 
positive, the people there seemed happy and had a 
light in their eyes. They had something I didn’t have, 
but I desperately wanted.”

Like all the ‘students’ (Gilead’s term for the people 
on the programme), Michelle lived in extended family 
with other recovering addicts and house-parents. “I 
was taken in as part of the family, you never felt like 
an outsider.”

Students (and Staff) at Gilead don’t spend most 
of their time talking about drink and drugs, although 
there is obviously structured and guided counselling. 
They work and live together as part of the daily life of 
the farm, and in the kitchens and offi ces too, working 
their way through recovery.

“They brought out skills I never knew I had,” said 
Michelle, “and gave me a sense of achievement and 
a glimpse into the kind of life I could have. Gilead 
gave me hope. I built some good friendships and 
dealt with a lot of issues.”

In a safe, accepting and structured family 
environment, Michelle’s house-parents helped her to 
begin to trust, and to face the responsibility of her life 
choices. In time, they led her to forgive those who had 
hurt her in her childhood.

“ I felt safe and not judged, whatever I said,” said 
Michelle. “When I forgave those deep hurts, I cried 
for eight hours solid. The next day I felt like a different 
person, like a weight had gone and I was a lot free-er. 
My journey really started there and I’ve never 
looked back.”

That was ten years ago. Since then, Michelle has 
remained clean and free from drink and drugs. She 
was reunited with her daughter. She joined a local 
church, and took up some voluntary work which led to 
permanent paid job with a Christian publishing company. 
In 2005 she married Ray, with whom she now has a 
lovely family of three children. They bought their home 
in 2007, and like any other young couple, they face the 

trials and the joys of family life together. Michelle 
remains grateful to Gilead, “If I hadn’t gone to Gilead, I 
wouldn’t be here today. It’s God, but Gilead gave me a 
life and a future to look forward to.”

Without Gilead, Michelle says she would not be alive 
nor have a future. Many more people could be helped 
by Gilead, but in these days of austerity and funding 
cuts they need fi nancial help towards the costs of their 
rehabilitation.

 Please consider giving a gift or a regular monthly 
donation towards students’ costs, or to help Gilead 
fi nish the new, purpose built accommodation that their 
students desperately need. You can fi nd more details 
below, or call Chris Cole (Trustee) on 07957 433973, 
or Lois Samuel on 01837 851240, email 
lois.samuel@gilead.org.uk

A Hope and a Future

Project update
In August we were able to complete the 
installation of the Renewable Energy Heating 
and Hot Water System, with ground source 
heating and solar panels. This will supply power 
to the house, which means we will have very low 
ongoing energy costs.  We are now moving onto 
working on the internal part of the project with 
the hope of moving in very soon. This involves: 
the completion of 4 student bedrooms with 
bunk beds giving us accommodation for up to 
8 students; the installation of the kitchens, one 
in the main living area and the second in the 
living quarters of the staff fl at, accommodating 
2 male support workers. On completion we 
will comply with the Care Quality Commission 
criteria enabling us to move in. In order for us to 
accomplish this we need to raise £50,000.

New accommodation will 
help more people fi nd hope

A staggering 88% of service users who complete 
Gilead’s therapeutic programme remain free from 
their addictions, during the critical fi rst few years after 
leaving the community.  Michelle is just one of many 
who have found hope, freedom and restoration that 
has so far lasted ten years. This is her story...

We have plans and permission to build three purpose designed bungalows 
to provide excellent quality accommodation for 24 students with support 
workers.  At the time  of writing, we are so very close to fi nishing the fi rst 
of these family homes.  This will accommodate up to 8 students, 2 support 
workers and house parents, yet there is still a great deal of work to do!

Funding raised so far
We have been able to raise £35,000 towards phase 2 
so we just need to raise another £15,000 to enable us 
to move new students in.
Without the partnership between our fi nancial 
supporters and the volunteers who work here we would 
not be able to achieve the success of seeing many 
hurting people, like Michelle, unlocked from addictions 
and compulsive behaviours and released into their true 
potential. We presently have 10 residential students, 
all of whom are doing really well, and we have people 
on application who want to come and join us. Our main 
focus now is to raise funds to complete our new home.

How you can help
Please can you help, with either loans or donations 
towards the £50,000, as we are looking forward to 
moving in.

Almost there - the fi rst new bungalow nears completion

DIO0313

Title (Mr, Mrs, Rev, other)   

First Name     Surname

Address

      Postcode

Organisation / company (if applicable)

Telephone Number

Email

I enclose a one-off gift of £
Please make cheques payble to Gilead Foundations

I would like to become a partner of Gilead
Please fill in this form

Name

Name of your bank

Bank address

   Postcode

Account No.            Sort Code

Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £
from my account on (dd/mm/yy)        /        /      
Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead 
Foundations Account No: 05651441 Sort Code: 54-21-14
Nat West Bank, 40 Fore Street, Okehampton, EX20 1EY

Signed   Date

Tel: 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 Email: admin@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk

Registered in England No: 2608644 Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No: 1002909

PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING GILEAD
Monthly commitments of any amount will help us 
with funding of the students’ fees. A one-off gift or 
interest free loan will help us finish our first building. 
If you would like to discuss details I can be contact-
ed on 07957 433973 

Yours In Christ

Chris Cole (Trustee)

To help us correctly allocate your gift, please record your 
name and contact details using the form below. Thankyou

I would like all donations I make to Gilead Foundations, 
Reg Charity Number 1002909, from the date of this 
declaration until I notify you otherwise to be treated as 
Gift Aid donations.

Signed    Date

You must be a UK taxpayer and must pay an amount of income tax 
and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the charity 
reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year.

Please add my details to the Gilead mailing list

Please return this form to Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton, EX20 3AJ

If you would like to donate to Gilead online, you can do so at 

www.charitygiving.co.uk/gilead

Michelle



15Comment Letters

Audio version 
Sight impaired people can get a free audio 
verison of the Door by contacting the 
Oxford Diocese on 01865 208227

editor: Jo Duckles  Tel: 01865 208227 
Email: jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org
editorial Assistant/Distribution: Debbie Dallimore
Tel: 01865 208225 Email: debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican.org
Advertising:  Glenda Charitos Tel: 01752 225623  
Email: glenda@cornerstonevision.com
editorial Support Group Chair: Revd Graham Sykes 
Email: prayerdiary@oxford.anglican.org

Deadline:  (September 2013 issue):  Friday 2 August 2013.
Published: Monday 19 August 2013. 

The Door is published by Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance 
(Diocesan Secretary Mrs Rosemary Pearce). The registered office is
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 ONB. 
Tel: 01865 208200. While every care is taken to ensure the reliability 
of our advertisements, their inclusion in The Door does not guarantee
it or mean that they are endorsed by the Diocese of Oxford. 

Gay marriage: what now?

the Rt Revd John Pritchard

I’ve never received any-
thing like the postbag that 
flooded in during the days 
before the vote on same sex 

marriage in the Lords. I must have 
had over 300 messages, all implor-
ing me to oppose the Bill. One MP 
I know received over 1500.

   Clearly some raw emotions 
were being aroused. The time of the vote was estimated 
as 4pm on the Tuesday and I was in the House for that. 
Unfortunately the speeches took the debate on much later 
and I had a long-term commitment to fulfil. As it hap-
pened my vote would not have made any difference.

   I remain convinced that same sex marriage is a cat-
egory confusion. I’m very happy to affirm committed gay 
relationships because they allow gay couples to enjoy the 
same rights and responsibilities as heterosexual couples. 
I believe God always delights in love, permanence and 
faithfulness. But that doesn’t mean that this pattern of 
commitment is the same as male-female bonding. Society 
isn’t well served by confusing the two.

   But we are where we are and the style of our disagree-
ment and the way we respond is deeply important. Like it 
or not, many younger people see the Church as censorious 
and out of touch. Our views are simply seen as reactionary 
– and indeed some presentations of those views have been 
lacking in subtlety and grace. 

   We also have to admit that the glorious ideal we often 
hold out for marriage is something of a tattered garment, 
with most people living together before marriage, nearly 
half our children being born outside marriage, and divorce 
running at one in three before the 15th anniversary. 

‘One thing we learn from earth-
quakes is that rigid buildings are 
the ones that get destroyed first.’
   So how do we hold out an ideal when society has 

moved past it? How do we commend a view that’s fast 
disappearing in the rear-view mirror? One thing we learn 
from earthquakes is that rigid buildings are the ones that 
get destroyed first. It’s those that have some flexibility 
in their inner structure that survive and shelter their 
precious human inhabitants. Similarly there’s no point in 
being churlish, rigid and uncommunicative in responding 
to society’s rejection of the Church’s traditional teaching. 

‘...let’s make sure we respond now 
with Christlikeness and a spirit of 
peace.’    
Our task is always to be redemptive. We take what is 

there and work it towards the Kingdom of God. We take 
the fallibility and fractures common to all human endeav-
our and knead it with generous quantities of grace and 
the Spirit of God. Then we might see it rise. There will be 
many changes consequent upon society’s acceptance of 
gay marriage and we will need to work with them as Jesus 
worked with every type of sanctity and folly.

   Whatever view we’ve been taking in the debate on gay 
marriage, let’s make sure we respond now with Christlike-
ness and a spirit of peace. The gospel must always be Good 
News.

The Rt Revd John Pritchard is the Bishop of Oxford.

Letters to the editor are very welcome 
and should be sent either by email to 
jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post 
to Letters at the Door, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford. OX2 0NB. 
The Editor reserves the right to edit all 
submissions.

Not the Big IF
The June issue of The Door filled 

its front page with an article headed 
– Join ‘The Big If ’ for an end to world 
hunger. If I thought that an achiev-
able promise, I would be first in the 
queue, but I don’t. It’s not that I 
don’t fully believe in the aim; after 
all, I work for an NGO dedicated to 
social and economic justice and see it 
as a way of living out my faith in the 
world; I just think the If campaign 
will prove to be a disappointment. 
Why?

The main reason that a number of 
well-known NGOs have not joined 
(such as War on Want, World De-
velopment  Movement and Jubilee 
Debt Campaign) is that they do not 
see the main aim of the campaign, to 
influence the G8 and the New Alli-
ance for Food Security and Nutrition 
(launched at the last G8), as being in 
the real interests of the global south. 
The rhetoric of western governments 
is about opening up new markets for 
private business and the extraction of 
cheap raw materials, and the spread-
ing of the conventional economic wis-
dom that has already done so much 
damage in our own societies. Third 
world governments are being forced 
to sign up to the exploitation of their 
resources by western corporations, 
to remove barriers that have pro-
tected their own nascent industries 
and agricultural developments, and 
to accept the ‘market’ as the ruler of 
their economies, a market dominated 
by (mainly) American corporations 
like Monsanto. This will only worsen 
the position of poor farmers and 
artisans; effectively it is another form 
of colonialism, less obvious but more 
insidious.

Hunger is not the result of food 
shortages; it is the outcome of grossly 
unfair distributions of wealth and 
power. Rather than imposing our 
economic priorities (with which 
many people in the church disagree) 
on the poor, we should be find-
ing ways of empowering them to 
take control of their land and their 
resources Why should the G8 – eight 
countries – have such a say over the 
rest of the world? Sometimes it feels 
as if nothing ever changes but faith 
should keep us focussed on the real 
eradication of poverty and injustice 
worldwide.

Further reading in Church Times (1 
February 2013), http://waronwant.
org/news,  http://www.redpepper.org.
uk, Guardian 10th & 11 June 2013

John Clements, North Hinksey, 
Oxford.

 Comings and Goings
The revd Dr Graeme Fancourt 
will take up post as Priest in Charge 
at St  Luke and St Bartholomew, 
Reading; The revd hugh Lee 
will take up an additional post as 
Associate Priest at Beckley, Forest 
Hill, Horton-cum-Studley and 
Stanton St John; The revd Sarah 
Sharp will be taking up post as 
Vicar of Bodicot; The revd Colin 
Gibson will take up post as Vicar 
at Horton and Wraysbury; The 
revd John kinchin-Smith will be 
leaving post as Rector at Chinnor, 
Sydenham, Aston Rowant and 
Cromwell; The revd Shane Wood 
will be leaving post as Team Rector 
of Aylesbury with Bierton and 
Hulcott; The revd Dr Mike Archer 
will be leaving post as Rector of 
Bletchley; The revd John Cotman 
will be leaving post as Vicar at 

Manor Park St John the Baptist 
and Whitby Road St Michael; The 
revd Lucy holt will be leaving 
post as Vicar at Eton, Eton Wick and 
Boveney and Dorney; The revd 
Patrick Wheaton will be leaving 
post as Curate in Training at Shill 
Valley and Broadshire;  The revd 
Mark Blamey will be leaving post 
as Vicar at Goring and Streatley 
with South Stoke; The revd Canon 
Theresa Scott will be retiring 
as Team Vicar at Bicester with 
Bucknell, Caversfield and Launton. 
The following have been given 
permission to officiate: The revd 
Canon Phillip nixon; The revd 
robin Cardwell.  We recall with 
sadness the deaths of: The revd 
William Jones; The revd Canon 
Leonard Melling and The revd 
Dick kingsbury. 

 Competition Winners
The winners of the competitions in the June issue are: 
 
Charles Graham from Oxford; Margaret Battersby from Bampton and 
Sheila Newton from Holmer Green who have all won a copy of Living 
Faithfully by Bishop John. 
Anne Soley from Tilehurst; Adele Brazier from Amersham and John Brown 
from Hailey, near Witney have all won a copy of C.S. Lewis - A Life by Alister 
McGrath. 

Living faith research
by Sarah Meyrick

RESEARCH is beginning into the 
reach and effect of the Living faith 
vision and associated resources. 

The Diocese has been awarded grant 
funding from the Maurice and Hilda 
Laing Charitable Trust to carry out 
some independent market research 
and has commissioned the Christian 
Research Consultancy to undertake 
the work. Christian Research will be 
contacting clergy, LLMs, PCC secre-
taries and churchwardens to ask them 
to complete a survey.  

“As we approach 2014, it is time 
to take stock of where we are so that 
we can plan how best to develop the 

Living Faith framework in the future,” 
said Bishop John. “We have invested 
considerable energy and resource 
in Living Faith, and while we have 
plenty of anecdotal reports on its use 
in our parishes, we lack the hard data 
we need to make good strategic deci-
sions for the future. 

“The more data we can collect, 
the better, so I’d encourage as many 
people as possible to take part in the 
research.”

Anyone who is interested in taking 
part can complete an open survey on 
our website www.oxford.anglican.
org/congregation. The findings will 
be reported back in the Door and else-
where in the autumn.

news



16 God in the life of…
The Ven. Martin Gorick is 
delighted to have returned 
to the Diocese to become 
Archdeacon of Oxford. He talks 
to Jo Duckles. 

The Venerable Martin Gorick is 
delighted to have returned to 
the Diocese to become Archdea-
con of Oxford.

He moved here in May and I caught up 
with him as he was settling into his new 
home within the grounds of Christ Church 
College in the centre of the city. Readers 
may remember Martin from his first stint 
here, as Chaplain to the then Bishop of Ox-
ford, Richard Harries, who is now known 
as Lord Harries of Pentregarth. 

Martin was born in Liverpool in 1962 at 
the height of Beatlemania. Depsite moving 
to Nottingham, where he grew up, he has 
always had an affinity with his home town 
and been a lifelong supporter of Liverpool 
Football Club, though he supports Notts 
County too.

He grew up in a church-going Christian 
family with an older sister and younger 
brother. “Faith was something real and 
talked about and there was plenty of 
discussion and freedom for you to go your 
own way,” says Martin, who first felt a 
call to the priesthood when he was 11. He 
describes his teenage years as troubled. “I 
had some really difficult experiences and 
although God felt real in my life, I felt like 
I was cut off from him really.” All thoughts 
of ordination disappeared until a number 
of years later when Martin had a profound 
experience during an evening communion 
service.  “To my amazement I felt com-
pletely forgiven and that feeling of forgive-
ness was still there again the next morning 
and the next morning, and my life began 
again. It was a real experience of being 
born again in a very traditional church. 
Once I got over that wonderful experience 
I felt there was nothing I could do except 
to give my life to Christ, whatever that 
would mean.”

Martin’s parents were teachers and his 

father became a lay reader while he was at 
school. Both were later ordained. His wife 
Katharine’s father was a bishop, which 
meant that when Martin himself was or-
dained, there was already a priest, a deacon 
and a bishop in the family!

Before reading Theology and Religious 
Studies at Selwyn College, Cambridge, 
Martin spent a year exploring Christian 
community in Bermondsey in London 
while working as a porter at St Bartho-
lomew’s Hospital. In the summer he 
worked at Scargill House, a Christian re-
treat centre in the Yorkshire Dales, where 
he met Katharine.

After Cambridge another year out saw 
Martin working in a black forest gateaux 
factory while living in a converted hay 
loft over some medieval stables, before 

moving to Ripon College, Cuddesdon in 
1985 where he trained to be a priest while 
Katharine trained to be a teacher of the 
deaf at the former Lady Spencer Churchill 
College in Wheatley, which is now part of 
Brookes University. She is also a qualified 
Teacher of the Visually Impaired and will 
be heading up the VI team in Oxfordshire 
from September. 

After a curacy in Tyne and Wear, Martin 
became Chaplain to the Bishop of Oxford. 
“I came to meet him and ended up coming 
here from 1991 to 1994. I remember work-
ing in Diocesan Church House before it 
had its extension and it was before emails. 
There was a mountain of paper corre-
spondence to deal with every morning. 

“It was a fascinating job once you got on 
top of the paperwork though. I enjoyed 

working with Bishop Richard, a person I 
grew to value very much. There was always 
variety. In my first week in the job we had 
the Newsnight cameras in for a full debate 
about the Gulf War, with Bishop Richard 
pitched against Rowan Williams, one of my 
old tutors from Cambridge.”

From here Martin moved to Smethwick, 
in 1994, an urban priority area in the West 
Midlands – an ethnically mixed place with 
significant deprivation, where Martin was 
Vicar and later Area Dean. He moved on 
to Stratford-upon-Avon in 2001, during 
a period when the population grew from 
13,000 to 17,000. The parish church is 
internationally famous for being the burial 
place of William Shakespeare, his wife and 
one of his daughters, and attracts over a 
quarter of a million visitors every year. 

“I’ve been fortunate to  have had first-
hand experience of inner urban ministry, 
as well as civic church ministry and rural 
ministry. Fostering vocations has always 
been something I have enjoyed. We had 
a number of ordinands from Stratford 
go forward for ordination and also had a 
pioneer lay minister with whom I was able 
to launch a community church in an area 
of new housing,” says Martin.

After 12 years, Martin felt it was time 
for a new challenge and that God was call-
ing him to move on if the right opportu-
nity arose. “When I saw this job advertised 
I felt called to apply and was delighted to 
be appointed. It has three sides to it: being 
Canon of Christ Church and an active part 
of the worshipping life of the cathedral and 
the governing body of the college; being 
Archdeacon, sharing in the leadership of 
the diocese, but primarily working in the 
Oxford and Cowley deaneries; and thirdly 
I have responsibility across the diocese 
for three areas, interfaith relations, sector 
chaplains (hospital, prison, school and 
university chaplains) and for new commu-
nities.”

Martin and Katharine married in 1985 and 
have three children, Sam, 21, Lydia, 19 and 
Anna, 16.

A HOLIDAY MADE FOR YOU!!

DON’T DELAY - book as soon as possible as only a limited number of rooms available

TO BOOK TELEPHONE THE HOTEL ON:

01989 563252

MERTON HOUSE HOTEL IS A 
SPECIAL HOTEL CATERING FOR THE 
OLDER PERSON AND PEOPLE WITH 
DISABILITIES
SITUATED IN THE HISTORIC 
MARKET TOWN OF ROSS-ON-WYE 
HEREFORDSHIRE MERTON HOUSE 
HAS A BEAUTIFUL LOCATION 
OVERLOOKING THE RIVER WYE 
AND ACROSS TO THE BLACK 
MOUNTAINS OF WALES.

ENJOY A FABULOUS SUMMER HOLIDAY 
SHORT BREAKS AVAILABLE TWO NIGHTS PER PERSON £120.00, THREE NIGHTS 

£170.00, FIVE NIGHTS £280.00, DINNER, BED/BREAKFAST. SPECIAL WHEELCHAIR 
ACCESSIBLE ROOMS WITH EN-SUITE WETROOMS ARE AVAILABLE.

DOOR TO DOOR TRANSPORT CAN BE ARRANGED AT 
AN ADDITIONAL COST

1306

INCLUDED IN THE PRICE IS A FREE TRIP IN OUR SPECIALLY ADAPTED 
MINI-BUS, ENTERTAINMENT ON FOUR NIGHTS AND ADDITIONAL SITE-SEEING 

TRIPS IN OUR MINI-BUS.

ASHBOURNE 
DERBYSHIRE 

 
 

Ideal for Peak District 
Chatsworth, Alton Towers 

 Comfortable Cottage 
Sleeps 4 

Short breaks. All year 
 www.conifercottage.biz 

01727 751070

 

Dartmouth 
Devon

 
Tel: 020 7223 5473 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 

across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 

twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons.

Travel Insurance

UK
BASED

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 

Arranged for The Door readers

NEW - Annual UK cover with great savings for 
the regular traveller - Please call for details

SPECIAL OFFER
5% OFF Single trip cover / £20 OFF annual cover

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. Specialist 
cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays. 

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

TOP QUALITY ANNUAL AND SINGLE TRIP COVER

FREE MEDICAL SCREENING SERVICE AVAILABLE

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~
0116 272 0500

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A.

GATWICK
3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END

TEL: 01293 783679
www.gable-end.com

A warm Irish welcome to our
family run B&B. En-suite rooms

& full English breakfast.
Courtesy transport & car parking

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome 

welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House 

✰✰✰✰ Silver Award
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks.
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 

for brochure and tariff
patriciakingford@aol.com
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367

Holidays at Home

Insurance

Martin is pictured at Christ Church. Photo by KT Bruce. 



Pull this section out.  Keep it handy for your own 
prayers and involvement in the Diocese.

www.oxford.anglican.org

Reflection

Thought for the Month

The stillness at the heart of busy-ness

In Cuddesdon church there is a win-
dow, writes Emma Pennington.  
It’s not a particularly fine window, 
bearing many of the Victorian 

features we have come to shudder at.  But 
for those who will sit listening to Chris 
MacKenna speak about the inner stirrings 
of the heart at the Festival of Prayer this 
window will confront them with profound 
questions about balancing prayer with 
busy lives.  
   The window depicts the story of Martha 
and Mary from Luke chapter 11 verse 13.  
From earliest times, Mary’s absorption in 
the words of Jesus and his gentle chiding 
of the busy Martha has been interpreted 
as the two ways of living: the life of 
prayerful contemplation and the life of 
active service. In All Saints’ Church, this 
demarcation lies behind the colourful 
design of the Martha and Mary window.  
Jesus is seated with his hand raised in 
blessing while the other makes a gesture 
of invitation.  He looks down at Mary in 
the other light whose gaze is caught up in 
his, as she kneels at his feet.  An image of 
contemplative, even mystical, prayer as 
Mary is consumed by his gaze. Separated 
by a wall is Martha who seems to be in a 
passage outside.  
   She holds a tray with a bottle and cup.  
She too looks to Jesus and seems to have 
been caught in the act of serving.  Her gaze 
is as intent as Mary’s, but Jesus does not 
look at her and she is outside the scene.  
This window captures the Biblical story 
and Jesus’s words to Mary that she has 
chosen the greater part.

   For all of us who seek to live a Christian 
life, this window presents a dichotomy 
between life and action. I don’t think you 
need to have a contemplative vocation to 
yearn for the silence and stillness of Mary 
when rushing about collecting children and 
going to work.  In our world of immediate 
access and instant response, times of 
prayer are so easily disturbed. Yet, faced 
with the great needs of others, time apart 
can become a hellish exercise of personal 
reflection and self-indulgence rather than 

space to pray and refresh oneself. 
  The tears of a child and the difficulty of 
organising time apart can so easily result 
in the question ‘why am I doing this?’  
So often it can seem as if we are tearing 
ourselves apart between the business of 
prayer and the business of life; waging a 
tricky war with the diary in order to find 
the perfect balance between moments in 
silence and the tasks of the day.  What is 
worse, they can become warring factions 
within the soul – do I have a lifestyle of 
prayer where “I would be perfectly content 
to worship God” or do I confront the 
serious moral problems in our society?  
These are the two choices laid before us 
by this window.  Martha and Mary may be 
sisters but the way they are traditionally 
presented is often as warring ones. 
   For the many who will come to the Fes-
tival of Prayer seeking to live lives where 
contemplation and action are not mutu-
ally exclusive lifestyle choices but are one 
dynamic response to God’s gaze and act of 
love, this window will not help and may 
quickly be dismissed as a dualist piety of 
a Victorian church or even to dogmatic 
Church teachings.  But before you dismiss 
it, I invite you to look again and this time 
to focus on the colours rather than the 
people.  For the artist who designed this 
window has done something remarkable.  
Mary and Martha wear different colours, it 
is true.  But in Jesus’s cloak the two come 
together.   In many ways the artist is ex-
pressing what lay at the heart of Benedict’s 
little rule, that the monk’s life is not to be 

split between the oratory and kitchen but 
one flowed into the other until all aspects 
of life become ‘prayer without ceasing’.  
But this is not what is remarkable about 
our window.    In the symbolism of colours 
which reach back into the early church icon 
paintings the colour blue was the deepest 
and most immaterial of the colours.  It 
therefore represented the transcendent 
spiritual realm.  Dark blue was a sign of the 
mystery of the Divine and so Jesus’s robe 
in the window is of these deeper shades.  
His outer cloak is also blue but lined in red, 
the colour of sacrifice.  Yet this was also the 
vibrant colour of exuberant activity, hence 
often being associated with the Spirit.  
When we turn to the colours which Martha 
and Mary wear we would therefore expect 
Mary to be wearing blue to symbolise her 
inner spiritual pose and Martha red.  But 
they do not; instead it is Martha who 
wears the deep shades of The Divine.  On a 
spiritual level we have been taken beyond 
dichotomies, beyond ‘actives’ and ‘contem-
platives’, beyond prayer and action, beyond 
silence and words, and through colour have 
been shown that within Christ the two are 
one.  We are called not to be either people 
of prayer or people of action but to be 
‘active contemplatives’ and ‘contemplative 
actives’.  It is this that lies at the heart of 
our celebrations at the Festival of Prayer.

The Revd Emma Pennington is Team Vicar in 
the Wheatley Benefice. The Festival of Prayer 
takes place on 6 July and is sold out. See 
www.brf.org.uk/events/festival-prayer-0 to 
sign up to the waiting list. 
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Mary, Martha and 
Lazarus
By David Winter

On 29 July, the Church com-
memorates three people, 
Martha, Mary and Lazarus, 
described as ‘companions of 

Jesus’. In fact, the Gospel record goes a 
little further than that. It records that he 
‘loved them’ (John 11:5). They were appar-
ently two unmarried sisters and a brother, 
who lived together in a home at Bethany, 
just outside Jerusalem. It was a house 
Jesus visited and where he would some-
times stay.

Most Christians know of the family at 
Bethany, but it’s surprising how seldom 
anyone draws attention to the extremely 

unusual nature of this household. It 
doesn’t seem all that strange to us, two 
unmarried women living with their bach-
elor brother, but it would have been highly 
unusual in first century society. Jewish 
men were expected to marry by the age of 
thirty, and single women were more or less 
unheard of. Yet here was a strange domes-
tic arrangement; a household, moreover, 
that Jesus visited, honoured and dignified 
with his final and most dramatic miracle.

   ‘Bethany’ means ‘house of affliction’, 
and the Dead Sea Scrolls suggest that it 
was, or had been a leper colony. Perhaps 
the presence of leprosy in one or more 
members of the family may explain why 
apparently none of them had married. For 
those who identify this Mary with Mary 
Magdalene, out of whom Jesus cast ’seven 
demons’ (Mark 16:9), the problem may 

have been moral or spiritual, or even a 
matter of public hostility or disapproval. 
Whatever the reason, the household at 
Bethany did not conform to our modern 
idea of a family, much less the first century 
one.

‘He welcomes sinners 
and eats with them.’

   Jesus, nevertheless, seemed drawn 
to them. Indeed, it was a mark of his 
whole ministry that he sought out the 
marginalised, the unrespectable, the 
despised and the ‘poor in spirit’. Lepers 
came to him because he treated them with 
open arms and respect. ‘Sinners’ came to 
him because he welcomed them - even 

ate with them - before offering them 
forgiveness and a new start. 

   No one really knows what the precise 
circumstances were of this little household 
in the village just beyond the Mount of 
Olives. What we do know is that Jesus 
loved Mary, Martha and Lazarus, and did 
some mighty if mysterious work there just 
before his final visit to Jerusalem. We also 
know that he was constantly criticised by 
the ‘righteous’ over his choice of company: 
‘he welcomes sinners and eats with them’ 
(Luke15:2). Thank God for that, or we 
would all go hungry.
Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan 
Adviser on evangelism, former BBC head of 
religious affairs, a broadcaster and the author 
of many books. See www.davidwinter-author.
co.uk



July/August prayer diary

our Bishops on Sundays 
 
SUNDAY 7 JULY: Seventh Sunday after Pentecost. Bishop Alan 
confirming in Burnham and Slough Deanery. 
SUNDAY 14 JULY: Eighth Sunday after Pentecost. Bishop Colin 
confirming in the Blenheim Team. Bishop John confirming at St 
Clement’s Oxford and in the Sonning Deanery. 
SUNDAY 21 JULY: Ninth Sunday after Pentecost. Bishop Alan 
confirming in the Milton Keynes Deanery

SUNDAY 28 JULY: Tenth Sunday after Pentecost. For the Diocesan 
Advisory Committee. 
SUNDAY 4 AUGUST: Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost. For all those in 
Diocesan administration and the Diocesan Registry. 
SUNDAY 11 AUGUST: Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost. For the 
ministry of Karen Gorham – Archdeacon of Buckingham. 
SUNDAY 18 AUGUST: Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost. For the 
ministry of Martin Gorick – Archdeacon of Oxford.  
SUNDAY 25 AUGUST: Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost. For all who 
are returning from holiday as they resume work, education, church and 
home life.

I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go 
to the house of the LORD!’ Luke 6:47-48 

Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for: 
 
JULY 
 
MONDAY 1: Oxford Deanery. Mark Butchers, 
Anne Lee, Michael Daniell, Alan McCulloch, Bruce 
Armour, Ben Whitaker and Roger Williams.  Give 
thanks that the Deanery Mission Action Plan has 
been agreed. For continued grace, energy and 
inspiration to implement it. The appointment of a 
part time Mission Enabler to help all churches of 
the Deanery to work together. 
 
TUESDAY 2: Kidlington with Hampton Poyle. 
Hilary Campbell, Jen Brown, William Whyte, 
and Lesley Heffer. For continued good working 
together and care for one another during the 
vacancy. Hampton Poyle’s Summer Fete in August. 
 
WEDNESDAY 3: St Thomas the Apostle. Osney. 
Clare Sykes, Judith Brown, and Martin Henig. 
That the ministry to children and young people 
across the benefice will be re-energised and the 
churches will become more visible within the 
wider community. North Hinksey (VC) School. 
Board of Mission meeting. 

THURSDAY 4: St Aldate Oxford. Charlie 
Cleverly, Mark Brickman, Christian Hofreiter, 
Simon Ponsonby, Philip Atkinson, Oli Benyon and 
Rachel Smith. For the Holiday Club ‘One small 
step into outer space’ for its on-going impact on 
the 150 5-10 year olds who took part. Thanks for 
Oxford International Outreach which has just 
ended, for the young adults from all over the world 
who shared the good news. Interviews for Team 
Vicar, Dorchester Team Ministry. 

FRIDAY 5: St Andrew’s North Oxford. Andrew 
Wingfield-Digby, Peter Scamman, Paul White, 
Andy McConville, David Bendor-Samuel, Donald 
Hay, Ben Knighton, and David Wright. That 
the final £0.5 million can be raised for the new 
extension and for the work on the Cutteslowe 
Estate in partnership with St Michael’s, St Peter’s 
and the URC church especially for the outreach 
Holiday Club at the end of August. Frideswide 
(VA) School. General Synod.

SATURDAY 6: St Barnabas and St Paul 
Oxford.  Jonathan Beswick, Mark Stafford, John 
Hanks, Jenny Pittaway, Dennis Mason, Maggie 
Ellis and Susan Gillingham. A good outcome 
for community and church of the Boat Yard 
development and the appointment of a new 
children and youth worker. St Barnabas (VA) 
School. St Thomas the Martyr Oxford.  Jonathan 
Baker. For a right outcome in the University 
Building/ Port Meadow controversy and for God’s 
guidance and blessing on the building project. The 
Festival of Prayer. General Synod. 

MONDAY 8: St Ebbe with Holy Trinity and St 
Peter le Bailey. Vaughan Roberts, David Reid, 
Suresh Menon, Peter Wilkinson, Philip Jack and 
Al Horn.  For people to come to the evangelistic 
Christianity Explored courses and to be drawn 
by the Holy Spirit to living faith in Christ and 
for an opening to emerge for us to plant a new 
congregation to enable further growth. General 
Synod.

TUESDAY 9:  St Giles Oxford. Andrew 
Bunch, Sally Welch, Georgie Simpson, Nicholas 
Bradbury, Paula Clifford, and David Longrigg. For 
the shaping of the mission of St Giles and the 
establishing of the Café Garden. SS Philip and 
James (VA) School. General Synod. 
 
WEDNESDAY 10: Oxford St Mary Magdalen. 
Peter Groves and Richard Frith. For all those who 
were newly ordained at Petertide and for the 
ministry of the new fellowship groups. Interviews 
for Steeple Aston with North Aston and Tackley. 

THURSDAY 11: St Matthew Oxford. Steve 
Hellyer, Tim Bradshaw, Mike Rayner, Jane 
Sherwood, Jane Usher and Yvonne Morris. For the 
plans to run a regular Sunday afternoon ‘Messy 
Church’ to reach out to local families and for the 
congregation of St Luke, Canning Crescent, which 
is being completely rebuilt.  For the congregation 
as they share a building and worship with the 
Salvation Army until the Autumn. St Ebbe (VA) 
School. Glebe & Buildings Committee. Mission in 
the World Strategy Development Group. 

FRIDAY 12: St Michael and St Martin and All 
Saints Oxford. Bob Wilkes and Jo Moffett-Levy. 
For the ‘Thinking’ programme of open debates on 
contemporary social and faith issues, part of the 
“offer to the street” with the church open every 
day to people on Cornmarket and for the summer 
series of Choral Evensongs followed by free cream 
teas. Bishop’s Council & Standing Committee of 
the Oxford Board of Finance. Yellow Braces Camp.

SATURDAY 13: Oxford St Mary the Virgin 
with St Cross with St Peter in the East. Brian 
Mountford, Charlotte Bannister-Parker, Rachel 
Greene and David Neaum. For Katy Willett (Lay 
Assistant) and Alan Ramsey (Associate Priest) who 
will take up their posts in September. 

MONDAY 15: South with New Hinksey.  James 
Wilkinson and Balwant Singh. For the relationship 
with the New Hinksey (VC) School - children, 
parents, staff and governors. Diocesan Advisory 
Committee. 

TUESDAY 16: Summertown. Gavin Knight, 
Rodney Hill, and Rachel Weir. For the new curate, 
Samantha Stayte.  For the new Messy Church 
initiative in Cutteslowe. 

WEDNESDAY 17: Wolvercote and Wytham. 
Mark Butchers, Jo Coney, Viv Bridges, Rob 
Gilbert, Tony Lemon, and Anne Barker. For 
St Peter’s Wolvercote giving thanks for the 
Development Project, the children’s work and 
the Stewardship Campaign, and the ecumenical 
enquirers and nurture courses and for All Saints’ 
Wytham for recent improvements to the buildings 
and pray for everyone at All Saints’ who ministers 
to the village of Wytham. 

THURSDAY 18: The Newport Deanery. Richard 
Caddell, Claire Wood, Rod Cannon, Janet Gamlen 
and Geoff Morris, Warwick Clarke and Beverley 
Hollins. For greater working together following a 
Deanery away day,  and for the smaller churches 
struggling to find leadership.

FRIDAY 19: Gate. Christa Pumfrey and Janet 
Lawrence. For the small bible study group meeting 
at Stoke Goldington, the after-school club at Stoke 
Goldington (VC) Infant School, for wisdom to use 
the new facilities at All Saints Church Ravenstone 

to bring more people, especially young families. 
 
SATURDAY 20: Hanslope with Castlethorpe. 
Garry Ecclestone and Eric Dodworth. For the 
fifteen young people attending the Walsingham 
Youth Pilgrimage July 29 - August 2 and give 
thanks for the ongoing development and growth 
of the services for wholeness & healing.

MONDAY 22: Lamp. Richard Caddell, Joe Geary, 
Wendy Reidel and Priscilla Parry. For greater 
outreach within the villages and the work among 
young people and children.

TUESDAY 23: Lavendon with Cold Brayfield, 
Clifton Reynes and Newton Blossomville. 
Christa Pumfrey and Janet Lawrence. For the two 
on-going bible study groups ay St Michael’s and 
the after school bible club at Lavendon School, for 
God’s blessing on the attempt to establish a small 
youth club at Newton Blossomville and Clifton 
Reynes. For good weather for the fundraising 
events in the Gate Group and the Lavendon 
Benefice. Newton Blossomville (VC) School.

WEDNESDAY 24: Newport Pagnell with 
Lathbury and Moulsoe. Michael Godfrey, Glynis 
Bell, Karen Browne, Mervyn Evans and Colin 
Taylor. For the guidance of the Holy Spirit about 
mission to young people and that God will inspire 
people to offer leadership.

THURSDAY 25: St. James Day. Olney. Claire 
Wood, Ruth Ayling, Andrew Geary and David 
Richbell. For the ‘SoulTime’ community projects 
beginning in September. Among these are a 
memory club for those suffering with memory 
degeneration and a youth cafe, run by and 
for secondary school pupils. The new leaders 
especially, the participants in the new growing 
leaders programme, the new preaching/worship 
leaders, those who are learning new skills through 
their work with the new SoulTime projects and 
mentors and coaches.

FRIDAY 26: Sherington with Chicheley, North 
Crawley, Astwood and Hardmead. Mandy 
Marriot, Tim Dawson, Pam and John Fielding. 
For God’s guidance for the Café Church. For God 
to raise up people to take on the role of church 
wardens. North Crawley (VC) and Sherington (VC) 
Schools.

SATURDAY 27: Wendover Deanery. Mark 
Dearnley, Gavin Oldham, Gary Benyon, Allan 
Whittow, Norman Dick, and Kevan Royle.  For the 
ongoing negotiations and plans for new housing. 
For the pastoral course running in the autumn 
seeking to equip folk with confidence and skills in 
caring for others.              
                                                                                                                            
MONDAY 29: Aston Clinton with Buckland 
and Drayton Beauchamp. Elizabeth Moxley, 
Andrew Allen and Carole Peters. For St Michael’s 
as it hosts Aston Clinton’s History Exhibition; for 
All Saints’ film and supper evenings in Buckland 
in the autumn and for St Mary’s where the new 
servery enables increased hospitality.

TUESDAY 30: Ellesborough, The Kimbles, and 
Stoke Mandeville. Jan Henderson and Margaret 
Dixon. For the plans to re-order St Nicholas, Great 
Kimble and for the discernment process and plans 
for developing vibrant Christian Communities 
across the whole Benefice. Great Kimble (VC) 
School. Department of Mission Meeting.

FOR ALL 
CHURCH MAINTENANCE
DECORATION & ROOFING
www.churchrestorationukltd.com
enquiries@churchrestorationukltd.com

Phone Free: 0800 052 1030

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD0713

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

T R E V O R  D E A N 
S T O N E M A S O N

Eccelestical, commercial & domestic projects

Tel: 01295 750003 Mob: 07581 100322
www.trevordeanstone.com

LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
Ecclesiastical and Residential

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
Fax: 0118 957 5865

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
By appointment only

TAYLORS
(OF OXFORD)

AND ACCESSORIES
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 

and Robemakers
109 COWLEY ROAD
OXFORD OX4 1HU

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL

ROBEMAKERS

www.taylorsofoxford.com

BE 
SEEN

To advertise in The Door, 
contact  Glenda, Michelle,  

Frankie or Steve on 

01752 225623
or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.



Services at Christ Church Cathedral 
SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room);  
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only)Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm).

                Tel: 01865 276155     www.chch.ox.ac.uk

WEDNESDAY 31: Great Missenden with 
Ballinger and Little Hampden. Rosie Harper, 
Carolyn Bailey, Patricia Neal, Helen Biggerstaff,  
and Lizzie Williams. For the Oxford Nandyal 
Education Foundation, a charity formed by three 
parishioners to deliver high quality education 
to the poorest children in Southern India and 
parishioners who are pioneering a skill sharing 
project with local schools. Great Missenden (VC) 
School. 

AUGUST 

THURSDAY 1: Hawridge with Cholesbury 
and St Leonards. David Burgess. That new ways 
of Christian engagement with our communities 
may be discovered and that the good work that 
is going on with children and young people be 
strengthened and developed. Hawkridge and 
Cholesbury (VA) School. 
 
FRIDAY 2: Little Missenden, Hyde Heath 
& Little Kingshill. John Simpson and Gary 
Benyon.  For continuing growth and deepening 
faith in open-hearted hospitality. For confidence 
and courage to meet future plans, especially the 
CHRISTopher Project. Little Missenden (VA) 
School. 
 
SATURDAY 3: Prestwood and Great Hampden. 
Deiniol Kearley-Heywood and Anton Machacek. 
For strengthening of community and building 
relationships in Christ and for the people of the 
churches reaching deeper into the communities 
they serve. 
 
MONDAY 5: The Lee. David Burgess. That 
new ways of Christian engagement with our 
communities be discovered and that the good 
work that is already going on with children and 
young people may be strengthened and developed. 
Lee Common (VC) School. 

TUESDAY 6: Wendover and Halton. Mark 
Dearnley, Michael Hunt, Beryl Pearn, Ruth 
Dearnley Joe Groat, Glenys Newman and Rupert 
Johnson. For encouragement for the volunteers 
working in the High Street shop, as they seek to 
serve the community and for the local Foodbanks 
project. Wendover (VC) School.  

WEDNESDAY 7: Weston Turville.  David Wales 
and Susan Fellows. For all those who took part 
in the JIGSAW holiday week and that through 
their experience faith will grow. For residents and 
staff in the two care homes. Weston Turville CE 
Combined School. 
 
THURSDAY 8: The Vale of White Horse 
Deanery. Charles Draper, Jeremy Twynam, 
Edward Lehmann, and Penny Hockley. For the 
plans to provide training to help develop lay 
ministry in the deanery and for parishes to tackle 
positively the challenges of a difficult economic 
climate.

FRIDAY 9: Cherbury with Gainfield. Neal Phair 
and Joy Hance. For the programme of continuing  
outreach to the seven villages of the benefice. 
Buckland (VC) School. 
 
SATURDAY 10: Great Faringdon and Little 
Coxwell. For the Church Building extension 
project and that these new facilities can be used 
creatively and imaginatively for the work of 
mission and ministry. 

MONDAY 12: Great Coxwell with Buscot, 
Coleshill and Eaton Hastings. David Williams. 
For the encouragement and deepening Christian 
discipleship across the benefice and the 
development of the ministry to the many people 
who visit the four historic churches.

TUESDAY 13: Shrivenham and Ashbury.  
Richard Hancock and Rodney Elton. A new House 
for Duty Minister may be found for the Benefice 
and for the mission and outreach work through 
Café inspire, a joint venture with local Methodist 
Brothers and Sisters. Shrivenham (VC), Ashbury 
(VA), Longcot and Fernham (VC) Schools. 
 
WEDNESDAY 14: Stanford in the Vale with 
Goosey and Hatford. Paul Eddy, Angela Gosden, 
Charles Patterson, Jill Smith and Peter Stallabrass. 
For the newly formed Church Leadership team 
and for openness to the Holy Spirit as the whole 
church embarks upon a Mission Action Planning 
process.  Stanford in the Vale (VC) School. 
 
THURSDAY 15: Uffington, Shellingford, 
Woolstone and Baulking. Rosanna Martin, 
Jim Payne and Sue Saunders. Thanks for the 
people living in the benefice. For God’s blessing to 
share God’s love with the children in the benefice 
through assemblies, weekly church and monthly 
messy church. Uffington (VC) and Shellingford 
(VA) Schools. 
 
FRIDAY 16: Sonning Deanery.  David Hodgson, 
John Edwards, Martin Hughes, Bridget Crossley, 
Reg Morton and Michael Johnson. For vocations 
to all forms of ministry across the Deanery and 
for appropriate response to the new housing areas 
presently being developed. 
 
SATURDAY 17: Arborfield with Barkham. 
Piers Bickersteth and Julian Bidgood. For Christ 
Church Wokingham (formerly Church at the 
White House School) where there is uncertainty 
over the venue. For St James Barkham giving 
thanks for growing numbers of children and 
for the commitment of their leaders. For St 
Bartholomew’s Arborfield as they plan and pray 
for a church plant in the next 5 years. 
 
MONDAY 19: Crowthorne. Lisa Cornwell, 
David Ramsbottom, Gillian Gyenes, Hazel Berry 
and Lewis Simmons. For the blessing of the new 
Garden of Remembrance and for the Churches 
Together in Crowthorne outreach activities. 
Crowthorne (VC) School. 

TUESDAY 20: Finchampstead and California. 
Julie Ramsbottom, Mark-Aaron Tisdale, John 
Edwards and Brynn Bayman. For outreach 
through the street visiting scheme linked to 
Sunday intercessions and the development of our 
‘growing living faith’ initiatives. Finchampstead 
(VA) School and SS Mary & St John – Gorse Ride 
Junior School. 
 
WEDNESDAY 21: Owlsmoor. Roy Burgess. For 
the work of the Mission Action Planning Team 
in acting on the outcome of a successful Vision 
Day taking St George’s into the future. For the 

Ministry Team, and the faithful, welcoming 
congregation working towards ensuring that St 
George’s is recognised as the prayer centre, as well 
as a social focus, within the Parish. 
 
THURSDAY 22: Ruscombe and Twyford 
with Hurst. Simon Howard, Anna Harwood, 
Geoffrey Pugh, Clifford Smith, Paul Minton, Becci 
March,and Pat Hall. For the churchwardens and 
the planning and delivery of Chattabox Children’s 
Holiday Club. Polehampton Infants and Junior 
(VC) Schools. 
 
FRIDAY 23: Sandhurst. John Castle. For the 
exploring leadership course and the theme of “My 
Journey: Our Journey” being explored across the 
parish. St Michael’s (VA) Primary School.  
 
SATURDAY 24: Sonning. Jamie Taylor. Alison 
Waters and Bob Peters. For the planning of a new 
building for expanding youth work and for the 
new Pioneer Priest’s developing ministry and 
outreach in the villages of Sonning, Charvil and 
Sonning Eye. Sonning (VA) School.  
 
MONDAY 26: Wargrave with Knowl Hill. John 
Cook and Jon Drake.  For the outcomes of the 
outreach events during the Wargrave festival and 
preacher Rico Tice. For the Christianity Explored 
Course and the church extension, and discussions 
with English Heritage.  
 
TUESDAY 27: Winnersh. Sam Denyer, Stuart 
King and Patricia Smith. For growth in the 
baptism and marriage ministry, making the most 
of our contact with the wider community and 
worshipping and learning together as a newly 
formed parish. 
 
WEDNESDAY 28:  All Saints Wokingham. 
David Hodgson, Caroline Kramer, Colin James, 
Helen Charlton and Michael Johnson. For the 
growing work with children and young people 
following appointment of a new youth leader. For 
our new Director of Music and for the developing 
of a new parish mission action plan. Wokingham 
All Saints (VC) School.

THURSDAY 29: St Paul Wokingham. Richard 
Lamey, Peter Day  and Patrick King . The planning 
of the celebration of the 150th anniversary of St 
Paul’s Parish Church in 2014 and Patrick King 
as he settles to his new ministry. All Saints (VA) 
School.

FRIDAY 30:  Woosehill Community Church. 
Elaine Steere. For the new relationship with St 
Paul’s and St Nicholas’ Wokingham and for unity 
and joint outreach into the new communities 
being built and the new youth group iBelieve.

SATURDAY 31: Wokingham St Sebastian. 
Andrew Marsden, Ian Seymour, David McLeod, 
Debbie Harris, Erik Fudge, Russell Shipton, 
Jill Bright, Ann Potts and Sally Alexander. For 
listening and the children’s craft activities stall 
at the Pinewood Festival and for good links to be 
made with people from the local community. St 
Sebastian’s (VA) School.  

    

Arranging a funeral is a stressful 
and demanding time.
Five generations of experience:
we know we will make a 
difference.

Reading head office  0118 957 3650
Other branches: Wokingham, Bracknell,
Henley-on-Thames, Thatcham

www.abwalker.co.uk

THURSDAY 29th AUGUST 2013
THE WHITE HELMET DISPLAY TEAM

THE BAND OF THE BRIGADE OF THE GURKHAS

WEEDON PARK (A413) AYLESBURY

Cattle & Sheep • Trade & Craft Stands • Horse Show • Vintage 
Tractors • Demonstrations  Home and Garden • Rural Crafts • 

Shopping Marquee • Large Countryside area 

BUCKS COUNTY SHOW

For more information contact
Secretary, Bucks County Show, The Old Barn,

Wingbury Courtyard Business Village, Bucks. HP224LW

Tel: 01296 680400
www.buckscountyshow.co.uk

Keith Monks
Sound Systems

t: 020 8682 3456    www.keithmonks.co.uk

audio, visual and induction loop
systems with complete integrated

design and installation

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.



Courses, training, conferences and workshops in July/August

thedoorpost

FESTIVAL OF PRAYER 2013: 
Saturday 6 July at Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon, near Wheatley, Oxford 
from 10am - 5pm.  A day to explore 
different aspects of spirituality and 
prayer. Details at www.brfonline.org.
uk/festival-of-prayer/ 
 
YELLOW BRACES 2013: Diocesan 
Youth Camp from 12 to 14 July 2013 
for school years 7 - 11. Spaces still 
available. Phone 01865 208253 for 
details. 
 

ESTABLISHING AND SUSTAINING 
FRIENDS SCHEMES:   A new 
programme of stewardship training 
workshops -  
9 July at St John’s Church, Grove; 11 
July at St Laurence Rooms, Winslow 
and 15 July at St Helen’s Church, 
Benson. All from 7.30pm - 9.30pm. 
Email mission@oxford.anglican.org 
for details and to book your place.  
 
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
SUMMER LECTURES: All are 
welcome to the public lectures 

that will take place at 4.30pm on 
Wednesdays from 17 July - 21 
August in the McKenna Room. Free 
admission and no booking required. 
Email hannah.stammers@chch.ox.ac.
uk for details. 
 
THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY 
THEOLOGY SUMMER SCHOOL: 
This is on a residential and non-
residential basis at Christ Church 
Cathedral. Details at www.conted.
ox.ac.uk/theologysummerschool

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House.  The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 2 August.

Courses and Special Events

WEDNESDAY 3 JULY
Aldworth:  Afternoon teas at St 
Mary’s every Wednesday until end of 
August. Details 01635 578936. 
 
Highfield: Summer music festival 
at All Saints Church on Wednesdays 
at 8pm throughout July and August. 
All concerts are free of charge. Email 
john.bithell@spc.ox.uk for details. 
 
THURSDAY 4 JULY
Reading:  “What recession?” Andrew 
Drury, ICF Fellow speaks at Reading@
Work to be held at Bill’s Restaurant, 
Chain Street. More details at www.
readingatwork.org
 
SATURDAY 6 JULY
Goring:  The Reading Bach Choir 
will sing at St Thomas at 7.30pm 
with music from Tudor England and 
present day Estonia and a celebration 
of Midsummer’s day. Cost £12 (conc 
£10, NUS £8, under 16s £5). Details 
0118 947 8097 or email tickets@
readingbachchoir.org.uk  
 
Rotherfield Peppard: All Saints 
Church at 7.30pm. ‘By a Mill Stream’ 
concert by Julia Booker (soprano), 
Robin Howles (tenor), Frances Jones 
(oboe) and Peter Toye (piano). Free 
entry but retiring collection for 
Christian Aid.  

SUNDAY 7 JULY
Bicester: St Edburg’s, Bicester to St 
Eadburgha’s, Broadway Cotswold cycle 
ride (40 or 80 mile routes). Details at 
www.stedburgsfoundation.co.uk 
 
Newport Pagnell: There will be a 
joint celebration for Michael Godfrey 
(Rector of Newport Pagnell Benefice 
- ordained for 40 years) and Edmund 
Wheat (retired priest - ordained for 50 
years) at the Parish Church at 10.30am 
followed by lunch in the Brooklands 
Community Centre.  

TUESDAY 9 JULY
Oxford: Retired Clergy Association’s 
annual outing to Waterperry Gardens 
and House, near Wheatley - meet there 
at 2.15pm. Please book your place 
by phoning 01235 529084 (cost £10 
includes admission and cream tea, 
followed by Sung Evensong in the estate 
Church. 
 
Reading: Organ recital at St Nicholas, 
Early by Allesandro Bianchi. Programme 
includes Bach, Brahms and Alec 
Templeton. Begins at 7.30pm. Free 
admission. Details 0118 966 9080. 

FRIDAY 12 JULY
Wokingham: All Saints Church 
are holding a flower festival with 
theme “Worship the Lord” today and 
tomorrow 10am - 5pm and Sunday 14 
July 12 noon - 5pm. Details at www.
allsaintswokingham.org.uk 
 
SATURDAY 13 JULY
Sandford-on-Thames: Flower festival 
today from 10am - 6pm and tomorrow 
from 11am - 6pm. Email robert.
morgan@theology.ox.ac.uk 
 
Caversham: The grand fete in 
Caversham Court begins with Battle 
of Britain memorial flypast at 1.30pm 
followed by ringing of bells at St 
Peter’s Church at 1.45pm followed 
by traditional fete activities and 
attractions.  Email suejjenkins@
btinternet.com 
 
Fringford: St Michaels and All Angels 
open gardens weekend. Details at www.
fringford.info 
 
SUNDAY 14 JULY
Deddington: Come and find out about 
our link Diocese of Växjö, Sweden at 
Deddington Parish Church from 1pm 
- 5pm. A Swedish lunch will be served. 
Email vicarhugo@gmail.com for details. 
This event will also take place again on 
Sunday 21 July. 

Monday 15 July
Latimer: Ffald y Brenin Blessings 
Conference at Restore Hope in Bucks. 
The day runs on Tuesday too and 
places cost £32. For more see www.
restorehope.org.uk or call 01494 
765555.
TUESDAY 16 JULY
Haddenham: St Mary’s Church 
organ rectial at 7pm. Enjoy wine and 
canapes whilst listening to a 40 minute 
virtuoso organ recital. Free admission. 
Book your  place by phoning 01844 
299030/291173. 

 
Oxford: Fr Michael Lapsley will discuss 
his new book Redeeming the Past: My 
journey from freedom fighter to healer 
with Sister Frances Dominica at Wesley 
Memorial Church at 7.30pm. Phone 
0131 226 2217 for more details.
 
SATURDAY 20 JULY
OXFORD: “A British Celebration” with 
the Cathedral Singers at Christ Church 
Cathedral at 8pm. Tickets £12 (£10 
conc) includes an interval drink. Tickets 
on the door or phone 01865 305305 or 
www.ticketsoxford.com 
 
SUNDAY 21 JULY

Reading: ‘Come and Sing’ Evensong at 
All Saints’ Church at 3pm (rehearsal for 
6.30pm Evensong). Music to include 
Mag and Nunc with Fauxbourdons by 
Healey Willan and two movements 
from Mendelssohn’s Elijah. Everyone 
welcome. Reserve your place by phoning 
07722 826253. 
 
WEDNESDAY 24 JULY 
TURVILLE: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Also on 
Wednesday 28 August. Details 01491 
571231. 
 
THURSDAY 25 JULY
CUDDESDON:  ‘The Formation and 
Future of Anglicanism’ - A round-table 
discussion chaired by The Rt Revd 
George Carey at Ripon College. Begins 
with tea in the Common Room at 
4.45pm and ends at 9pm. £10 donation 
to cover costs. Booking essential 
by phoning 01865 874404 or email 
enquiries@rcc.ac.uk 
 
SATURDAY 27 JULY
AYLESBURY:  Aston Abbotts Festival 
with stalls, teas, floral displays in the 
parish church. Also on tomorrow from 
2pm - 5pm.  
 
HAMBLEDEN:  Concert at St Mary 
the Virgin at 7.30pm with Cordelia 
Williams - pianoforte. Details from 
01491 574652. 
 
WEDNESDAY 14 AUGUST
Freeland:  Drop-in Quiet Day at the 
Old Parsonage from 10am - 4pm. No 
booking needed - bring your own lunch.  
 
SATURDAY 24 AUGUST
Hambleden:  Concert at St Mary the 
Virgin at 7.30pm with Syrinx Trio. 
Details 01491 574652.  
 

photo by: Jerzy Kociatkiewicz

BE 
SEEN

To advertise in The Door, 
contact  Glenda, Michelle,  

Frankie or Steve on 

01752 225623
or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com


